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The United Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) has de-
nied online reports that say its Head Abdoulaye Bathily plans to 
announce a new roadmap and to form a new government.
UNSMIL added in a statement that this sort of fake news is aimed 
at generating confusion about the current political process and 
in particular the role of UNSMIL which is not to impose but to 
support a Libyan-Libyan solution.
UNSMIL called on all parties to refrain from any actions that could 
threaten Libya’s fragile stability, including spreading misleading 
and unfounded information.
“The best sources to access credible and accurate information 
about the SRSG’s activities are UNSMIL’s official website and so-
cial media accounts.” UNSMIL remarked.
Meanwhile, Bathily stressed that any roadmap should be de-
signed through inclusive dialogue among Libyan stakeholders 
acting in full respect of the rights, interests and aspirations of all 
Libyan people to be governed by legitimate leadership and in-
stitutions.
“UNSMIL’s mandate remains to support the Libyan people to ful-
fill these aspirations. The SRSG encourages all leaders to intensify 
all necessary initiatives to reach this objective in 2023.” The state-
ment reads.

UNSMIL refutes 
reports saying 
Bathily is planning 
new roadmap to 
introduce new Libyan 
government

Politics

The High Council of State (HCS) postponed its Monday session to 
next week due to the lack of quorum.
A source from the HCS confirmed that Monday’s session would 
have discussed the HCS position on resuming dialogue with the 
House of Representatives (HoR), especially after the joint state-
ment of HoR Speaker and Head of HCS and their agreement to 
shelve the law establishment a Constitutional Court.
According to the source, the lack of quorum for the session was 

due to the rejection of many members of the joint statement be-
tween Aqila Saleh and Khalid Al-Mishri, as they said  it did not 
bring anything new because the HCS conditioned resuming the 
dialogue with the HoR to withdrawing the law to establish the 
Constitutional Court not halting its issuance.
The rejecting members said that the statement of the HCS and 
HoR leaderships was a manipulation of their demand, not a re-
sponse to it.
The source also pointed out that one of the reasons for the lack of 
quorum was related
to partially lifting the suspension of communication with the HoR 
in the constitutional track only, while the suspension continued 
in other tracks until the HoR retracted the decision to establish 
the Constitutional Court.
It is noteworthy that Al-Mishri and Saleh announced on Friday an 
agreement not to issue the law establishing the Constitutional 
Court. They said in a joint statement that the agreement came so 
as not to conflict with the outcomes of the constitutional basis.
The statement indicated that the agreement between the two 
chambers was reached after the HCS had rejected the HoR vote 
on the draft Constitutional Court bill as well as to reassure all po-
litical parties regarding the bill’s controversy.

High Council 
of State postpones Monday 
session over lack of quorum

Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah has demanded that the 
son of Muammar Gaddafi, Saif al-Islam, complies with the Inter-
national Criminal Court’s (ICC) orders, as he is wanted by the ICC 
on charges of committing crimes against humanity during the 
February 2011 uprising against his father.
The PM’s call comes after the extradition of Libyan Abu-Ageila 
Al-Marimi to the United States about a week ago.
Al-Marimi, a former official working for Gaddafi’s intelligence 
service, stands trial in the US courts on charges related to the 
bombing of the Pan Am 103 flight in 1988, which included US 
nationals abroad.
In his statements to the Saudi-funded Al-Arabiya channel on 
Friday, Dbeibah said his government has no intention of hand-
ing over Abdullah Al-Senussi, director of intelligence during the 
Gaddafi era, to the United States, insisting that “We want to re-
move Libya from the terrorist lists.”
In December of last year, the ICC requested national cooperation 
to arrest Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, who is still at large, to stand trial on 
charges related to committing crimes against humanity.
The International Criminal Court said the arrest warrant issued 
against Saif is still valid until now and that his legal status will not 
change.

Dbeibah 
demands 
Saif Gaddafi to 
comply with ICC orders
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US embassy calls on 
HoR Speaker and 
HCS Head to swiftly 
agree on constitutional 
basis for elections
The United States (US) has called on all Libya actors, including the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives (HoR) Aqila Saleh and the Head of the High Coun-
cil of State (HCS) Khalid Al-Mishri to come together under UN auspices to agree 
swiftly on the constitutional basis.
In a statement by the US embassy in Libya, Washington reiterated that if the 
two institutions cannot reach an agreement swiftly on a credible electoral 
roadmap, alternative mechanisms can, and should be used to adopt a consti-
tutional basis for elections.
“At the same time, we also commit to supporting inclusive intra-Libyan dia-
logue under UN auspices.” The US statement explained.
It also congratulated Libya on its Independence Day, while noting with concern 
that one year has passed since the postponement of the scheduled elections in 
Libya on 24 December 2021.
“Free, fair, transparent, and inclusive presidential and parliamentary elections 
as soon as possible across the country remain the clear will and aspiration of 
the Libyan people.  They deserve a unified and democratically-elected govern-
ment that can govern for the good of the whole country and its people, as well 
as a legislature with a renewed mandate.” The statement said.
It urged all Libyan actors and key stakeholders to work with SRSG Bathily 
through compromise and constructive engagement, to fulfil their responsibil-
ities to the Libyan people in order to deliver long-term stability, security and 
prosperity.

Libyan PM 
says his 
government 
doesn’t intend 
to extradite 
Al-Senussi to the US
The Libyan Prime Minister of the government of 
National Unity (GNU), Abdul Hamid Dbeibah, has 
pointed out that his government doesn’t intend to 
hand over the Gaddafi-era chief of intelligence, Ab-
dullah Al-Senussi to the United States.
Speaking to Saudi Arabia-based Al-Arabiya TV Chan-
nel, Dbeibah said his government “aims to take Lib-
ya off the lists of terrorism.” He also urged Gaddafi’s 
son, Saif Al-Islam, to surrender to the International 
Criminal Court (ICC).
Libya’s Government of National Unity (GNU) 
has abruptly halted the extradition of Abdullah 
Al-Senussi, Muammar Gaddafi’s most trusted aide 
and the country’s spy chief at the time of Gaddafi’s 
fall – who is also  Gaddafi’s brother-in-law-, this week 
for fear of public anger following an earlier hando-
ver of a former senior Libyan intelligence operative, 
Abu Agila Masud Al-Mariami, The Guardian revealed 
on Friday.
Al-Senussi is accused of several attacks against west-
ern aircraft, among other targets, and is currently 
being held in a prison in the Libyan capital. The US 
suspects the 72-year-old of being the mastermind 
behind the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103.
The attack brought down the plane over Lockerbie, 
Scotland in 1988, killing 270 people, 190 of whom 
were American citizens.
Al-Senussi was sentenced to death in 2015 in a mass 
trial. He is currently being held in prison in Tripoli. 
As head of Libya’s external security services, Senussi 
is accused of managing Abdelbaset Al-Megrahi, the 
man who orchestrated the Lockerbie bombing.
“The idea was to have Masud sent to the US first 
and then give them Senussi. There have been dis-
cussions for months about this. But then officials got 
worried,” one Libyan official source with knowledge 
of the case told the Guardian.
The handovers of both Masud and Senussi, who 
remains in Libya, were initiated under former US 
President Donald Trump and talks have continued 
between the Biden administration and the Libyan 
government over the past few months, The Guard-
ian reported.
The Libyan GNU under Abdul Hamid Dbeibah and 
the US government reached an agreement to trans-
fer Masud and Senussi in August this year. The Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest war-
rant for Senussi in 2011 for the violent crackdown 
against protesters in Benghazi at the start of the 
Libyan February 17 revolution.

Politics

The pilot who worked for Khalifa Haftar’s forces, Amer Al-Jagam, arrived in 
Benghazi this afternoon as part of war prisoners’ exchange deal between the 
eastern and western regions.
Al-Jagam’s son, Ziyad, said in a post on Facebook that his father had arrived in 
Al-Shweirif and then in Benghazi as part of a prisoners’ exchange deal between 
Al-Zawiya and Benghazi.
The Head of Centeral Al-Zawiya Council of Elders and Dignitaries, Emhamed 
Khamaj, confirmed the release of the pilot as part of a prisoners’ exchange 
agreement that included 15 anti-Haftar detainees imprisoned in the jails of the 
eastern region.
Al-Jagam’s fighter fell in Al-Zawiya, west of Tripoli, in December 2019, when it 
was carrying out airstrikes on civilian neighborhoods in the city, as part of the 
large-scale military operations that Haftar’s militias were launching against the 
western region during the aggression against Tripoli.

Haftar-affiliated pilot Amer Al-Jagam 
has been released in swap deal
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Three road and bridge 
contracts to be signed 
with Tunisian companies

Chairman of the General Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce, Industry and Agriculture, Mohammad Al-
Raed, has stated in a press statement that the Gener-
al Federation held a series of meetings this week with 
the Tunisian Federation of Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry to discuss prospects for cooperation and part-
nership in some projects.
The Tunisian delegation included 25 contracting com-
panies and senior businessmen in several fields, Al-
Raed said.
He revealed that the outcome of these meetings will be 
announced on Thursday, and that three contracts are 
to be signed related to implementation of some works 
related to roads and bridges in partnership with Libyan 
companies.

Economy Libya’s Economy Minister 
urges Indonesia to open 
Benghazi consulate

The Libyan Minister of Economy and Trade Mohammed Al-Huweij 
called on Indonesia to open its consulate in Benghazi as soon as 
possible to facilitate the movement of businesspersons and com-
pany’s procedures in both countries.
Al-Huweij met Wednesday with Indonesian chargé d’affaires Dede 
Ahmed in Tripoli, where they discussed obstacles facing Indonesian 
companies and ways to resolve them, in addition to measures of 
reactivating joint trade agreements with Libya and boosting trade 
and expertise exchange. They also discussed we launching joint 
fishing factories.
They also reviewed the obstacles facing Libyan business owners in 
Indonesia and work to facilitate movement, residence and finan-
cial procedures for companies and investors, in addition to the 
possibility of organizing an exhibition of Indonesian industries and 
products in Libya, as well as bilateral meetings between business 
owners to present investment opportunities in the two countries.
Al-Huweij invited the Indonesian Minister of Trade to visit Libya 
within the framework of strengthening economic and trade coop-
eration and organizing joint activities that include business owners 
and companies in both countries.

Economy 

Minister of Transport Mohamed Chahoubi has invited Tunisian 
companies to be part of the infrastructure development in Libya, 
saying that Libya’s door will remain open for entrepreneurs and 
investors from the neighbouring country.
His remarks came during a meeting on Wednesday with the Tu-
nisian Federation of Industry, Trade, and Handicrafts delegation, 
headed by Samir Majoul.
The meeting was joined by the President of the General Federa-
tion of Libyan Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture, 
Muhammad Al-Raidh, and the Tunisian Ambassador to Libya, 

Asaad Al-Ajili, according to a statement by the Tunisian Federation 
of Industry.
Chahoubi asserted Libya’s desire for real economic integration 
with Tunisia and to address all obstacles to bilateral cooperation, 
praising the experience of Tunisian institutions in the field of 
roads, construction, and public works.
The two sides reviewed Libya’s plan for developing infrastructure 
and roads, which fall within the competence of the Ministry of 
Transport, as minister Chahoubi stressed the importance of inten-
sifying and improving air, sea, and land transport services.
For his part, Majoul said he sees genuine opportunities for joint 
action between Tunisia and Libya, including in heading together 
to Africa.
“The private sector on both sides are eager to take advantage of 
these opportunities and contribute to improving the infrastruc-
ture in the two countries, with the expertise and qualified human 
resources,” Majoul said, as he underscored the need to unify efforts 
to achieve food, health, and energy security.
Meanwhile the participants from the institutions concerned with 
the construction and public works sector confirmed their keen-
ness to contribute to the various projects programmed in Libya 
and called for providing favorable investment and business op-
portunities to achieve the desired goals.

Ministry of Transport: Door is 
open for Tunisia to engage in 
development projects

Economy 
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The Minister of Industry and Minerals, Ahmed Abu Hisa, and 
Minister Mohamed Aoun of the Oil and Gas have paid a visit 
to Bani Walid Complex for military industrialization as part of 
their efforts to establish a project to localize the oil sector ma-
terials and equipment industry.
Minister Aoun said the main goals are to localize the oil equip-
ment sector and build a Libyan industry capable of serving the 
oil sector, benefiting the national economy with investment 
initiatives, and increasing private sector participation.
The two ministers toured the departments and workshops at 
the complex and got acquainted with the tasks and products 
of each department.
On the sidelines of the visit, the two sides agreed to intensify 
communication and coordination between the complex de-
partments and specialists in both ministries to study the ap-
propriate mechanism to involve the complex in the project.

Ministers of industry and 
oil visit Bani Walid Military 
Industrialization Complex

Economy 

The Joint Initiative for Monitoring the Libyan Market has 
estimated that the rate of food prices in Libya during the 
past two years has increased by more than 50%.
The increase is in light of the decline of the basket of 
grains and meat index in the world, for the eighth month 
in a row, according to the World Food Organization (FAO).
In a survey conducted by the Initiative, it confirmed that 
prices increased by 53% between the months of last Sep-
tember and October in the cost of spending on the basket 
of food and non-food commodities, which is higher than 
the levels before the outbreak of the Corona virus pan-
demic in March 2020.
It is to be noted that the economic situation negatively 
affected the Libyans, according to World Food Program, 
as the number of those in need of humanitarian aid was 
estimated at about one million and 300 thousand people, 
of whom 699 thousand suffer from food insecurity.

Prices in Libya 
soared by more than 
50% in 2021 and 2022

Economy 

The second edition of the Made in Lib-
ya Exhibition will kick off in the Nigerien 
capital, Niamey, on six March 2023 and 
will run until 11 of the same month, the 
Libyan Industry Union announced on 
Tuesday,  in the presence of the Minis-
ter of Economy and Trade, Mohamed 
Al-Hawij.
The Executive Director of the union, Ali 
Naseer, said they are looking forward to 
seeing many international organizations 
in the exhibition, including businesses 
specialized in the industrial and econom-
ic development fields.
The event will also feature the participa-
tion of the French Expertise Foundation, 
the European Union mission, and other 
international organizations.
“The exhibition’s goal is to promote and 

introduce Libyan products and services in 
the Nigerien and African markets, “ Nase-
er said.
He added that the event also opens a 
window for job seekers and allows direct 
communication between Libyan manu-
facturers and entrepreneurs in Niger and 
its neighboring countries.
For his part, Minister Al-Hwaij expressed 
his support for such events and vowed to 
work to facilitate procedures and estab-
lish a trade line between Misrata, Taman-
hint, Ghat, and Niger.
The exhibition’s goal is to promote a more 
diversified economy by harnessing re-
sources and creating a national industry 
at all levels, including in the agriculture, 
industry, and service fields, Al-Hawij told 
a press conference.

Made in Libya 
Exhibition kicks 
off next March 
in Niamey

Economy 
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German diplomacy is resuming its activity vis-à-vis the 
Libyan crisis by preparing for the third edition of the 
Berlin conference. With this move, and emphasis on sup-
porting the UN envoy Abdoulaye Bathily in his mission, 
Germany seeks to revitalize the European role in the 
Libyan crisis, and indeed to compete with other coun-
tries outside the European Union, which have the upper 
hand in terms of influence and effect in the Libyan situ-
ation, such as Russia and Turkey.
  The relative success of the two previous Berlin confer-
ences, in consolidating the cessation of hostilities, and 
laying the foundations for the Libyan political dialogue 
forum in Tunis and Geneva, tempted German diplomacy 
to start once again bringing together regional and in-
ternational rivals, to discuss ways to facilitate a solution 
that breaks the deadlock and paves the way for elec-
tions, following the difficulties encountered by the local 
parties in making any progress towards elections.
  With the German diplomatic move, the UN envoy Bath-
ily begins to find his first steps to bring together the 
main parties to the crisis, which are expected to agree 
on the constitutional and legal basis for elections, with-
out any hope of achieving a consensus, due to the di-
vergent views on running conditions for the presidential 
elections.
  International actors, such as the United States, are not 
showing a serious desire to end the crisis for several rea-
sons. The most important of which is the existence of 
other far more important crises, such as the war in the 
Ukraine, the cold war with China, the Iranian nuclear 
weapons, and the military activity of North Korea, as 
well as the global energy crisis, the economic crisis, and 
that the European Union is ineffective in external crises, 
because its key countries are shaping their positions 
based on their own individual interests, rather than EU 
interests as a whole, which is a major challenge for Ger-
many, as the Italian-French rivalry casts a shadow over 
any move by the EU.
  At the local level, the Presidential Council called for 
a tripartite dialogue that brings itself together with 
the House of Representatives and the High Council of 
State, with the blessing of the UN envoy, following the 
failure of the meeting between Aqila Saleh and Khaled 
Al-Mashri in Zintan. This dialogue is expected to discuss 
a vision to overcome the impasse, if the House of Repre-
sentative responds and the dialogue kicks off.

  The synchronization between the German diplomatic 
move preparing for the third Berlin Conference, and the 
local dialogue between the HoR and the two councils 
(Presidential Council and High Council of State), indi-
cates ongoing preparations for a new dialogue forum, 
similar to the previous Tunis-Geneva forum. 
The dialogue called for by the Presidential Council will 
be broad to include personalities representing political 
parties and civil society organizations, and then it will 
serve as a prelude to a comprehensive forum that will 
discuss the constitutional and legal basis governing the 
elections, with the participation of a broad political and 
social spectrum, thereby limiting the role of the House 
of Representatives and the High Council of state in de-
ciding the fate of the elections.
  Almost everyone has realized that waiting for the HoR 
and the HCS is in vain, as there is no real will from both 
bodies to agree and exit the scene peacefully through 
elections. Indeed, several recommendations have been 
issued by prestigious research centers calling for an end 
to their influence on legislations related to the elections.
  Is there anything new that the Berlin 3 conference 
could propose, if it were to convene?
In view of the previous experiences, and the few solu-
tions that I proposed, the answer to the question will not 
be difficult, as all the proposed positions and solutions 
seem to be aimed at freezing the conflict, rather than 
achieving a real breakthrough that responds to the aspi-
rations of the Libyan people.
With these political moves, from which not much is ex-
pected, the country is preoccupied with the issue of ex-
traditing the citizen Buajila Al-Marimi to the USA, on the 
grounds of his accusation of involvement in the Locker-
bie bombing, as some political parties seek to exploit 
the incident to undermine the Dbeibah’s government, 
which is accused of extraditing him even though the cri-
sis file has been completely closed. The settlement then 
provided for compensating the families of the victims, 
and the concerned parties signed a comprehensive 
agreement ending any future claims.

Disclaimer:  The views and opinions expressed in this article are those 
of the writer, and do not necessarily reflect those of the Libya Observer

Berlin 3, 
is there anything new?
By Abdullah Alkabir, a Libyan political writer and 

Opinions
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The director of Tripoli Eye Hospital and the Head of the Corneal 
Transplantation Authority, Rania Al-Khawja, confirmed that “300 
corneal transplantation operations have been performed so far in 
Tripoli and Benghazi.”
Al-Khawja said in a press statement that they had started perform-
ing corneal transplants in Tobruk at the Tobruk Medical Center, say-
ing the operations will continue until Friday.
She also said that the number of targeted operations in Tobruk is 
20, adding that patients are chosen according to importance, and 
priority is usually given to young people and those who see only 
with one eye. Al-Khawja said that they will later visit the central and 
southern regions.
It is noteworthy that the Eye Hospital in Tripoli announced a few 
days ago on its Facebook page that the citizen Mohammed Rahal 
from Al-Zawiya underwent a corneal transplant which allowed him 
to see for the first time in 26 years.
The Hospital added that Rahal lost his sight in 1996, but he regained 
his sight thanks to the team of the Eye Hospital in Tripoli, the team 
of the Corneal Transplantation Authority, and the visiting surgeon, 
Dr. Amir Mustafa, who performed the operation with the participa-
tion of the corneal unit team in the Hospital.

300 Corneal transplantation 
operations done in Tripoli 
and Benghazi

Health

The National Center for Disease Control (NCDC) announced on 
Monday that 21 new cases of coronavirus were reported, with 
an infection rate of 4 percent.
NCDC explained in its weekly update of the epidemiological 
situation that it had received 522 samples, which were tested 
using (Real Time PCR) technology.
The results showed 21 positive cases and 501 negative sam-
ples, while nine cases recovered from the virus, and no new 
deaths were recorded, according to NCDC.
NCDC highlighted the overall state of the epidemic in the 
country by reporting that the total cases of coronavirus in Lib-
ya so far amounted to 507,142 cases; 44 of which were active 
cases, 500,661 recoveries, and 6,437 deaths.

NCDC announces 21 new 
cases of Coronavirus

Health 

The Eyes Hospital in Tripoli has announced the success of an opera-
tion on a person who has been blind since 1996.
The hospital administration stated that Mohammad Ahmed Rahal, 
a military engineer from the city of Zawiya, underwent a corneal 
transplant operation on Sunday to restore his eyesight for the first 
time after 26 years.
The administration praised the medical team, the Cornea trans-
plant team, and the visiting doctor, Surgeon Dr. Amir Mostafa, who 
performed the operation with the participation of the cornea unit 
team of the hospital.

Man restores vision after 26 years

Health

The Ministry of Health has conducted a training program to qual-
ify intensive care physicians in hospitals in the southern region.
The Director of the Health Emergency Department, Muhammad 
Al-Ghaziwi, said the program targeted 25 doctors in the ambu-
lance and emergency departments in the hospitals of Ghadames, 
Daraj, Traghen, Wadi Ataba, Germa, Ghat, and Bintbaya.
According to Al-Ghaziwi, this round of training, which was not the 
first of its kind, was implemented in coordination with the World 
Health Organization.
He indicated that the program aims to rehabilitate more than four 
hundred doctors in Libya, implemented in several stages.

Training program targets 
doctors in southern region

Health 
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Two people in custody on
 charges of trafficking in 
antiquities in Al-Bayda
The Attorney General’s Office announced on Sunday that two 
persons have been brought for trial on charges of trafficking 
in antiquities.
The Office said in a statement that the prosecutor within the 
jurisdiction of Al-Bayda Court of Appeal circuit investigated 
“the legality of the possession of two persons of valuable 
pieces of art that can be classified as movable antiquity, so he 
inferred that the movable antiquities were listed under illegal 
dealing for the motive of illegal trade.”
The Attorney General’s Office pointed out that efforts are 
continuing to combat trafficking in cultural property, and 
countering infringement on archaeological structures.

Crimes

MFA reviews preparations 
for reopening Dabdab 
crossing point with Algeria

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) hosted on Monday an 
expanded meeting to discuss preparations for the reopening 
of the Libyan-Algerian crossing border, Dabdab, located in 
Ghadames.
The officials attending the meeting exchanged notes on the 
operational needs and reviewed the procedures undertaken 
by the Interior Ministry in this regard.
The Interior Ministry is due to hold a meeting Wednesday to 
review the operational needs that require cooperation with 
other relevant ministries.
The Dabdab crossing, which is one of the three crossing points 
linking Libya with Algeria, was closed for security concerns.

Travel

Education Ministry, LTT review 
digital transformation efforts
The Minister of Education, Musa Al-Maqrif, received at his of-
fice on Tuesday the Director of the Libya Telecom & Technol-
ogy (LTT) company, Jaafar Faraj, to follow up on the digital 
transformation in the educational sector.
Faraj briefed the minister on the company’s efforts aimed at 
expanding its free services to the education and health sec-
tors, as he emphasized readiness to launch an educational 
platform for primary education to allow interaction between 
the teacher, the student, and his guardian.
For his part, Al-Maqrif reviewed the digital transformation 
agreement signed in 2008 and the obstacles hindering its pro-
gress, stressing the need to activate the e-learning project and 
the committee formed in this regard.

Education
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