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The General Authority for Search and Identification of Missing Per-
sons has confirmed the identity of nine anonymous bodies recov-
ered earlier from Tarhuna.
The authority made the announcement after a meeting with the 
permanent committee concerned with conducting DNA tests on 
the unidentified corpses and matching them with the families of 
those missing.
In a Facebook statement, the authority revealed that among the 
nine cases were four from the eastern region.
Their bodied were found in the Hospital of Tarhuna after the pro-
Haftar Kani militia were made to flee in June 2020 by the Libyan 
army.
For five years, the agricultural town southeast of Tripoli was under 
the grip of the Kani family and the militia they created.
Body removal crews have lifted hundreds of bodies from plots across 
the town, but large areas remained untouched.
Up until now, the authorities identified 208 corpses, most of them 
recovered from Tarhuna.
Many of the bodies belong to civilians, including women and chil-
dren, some had evidence of torture, and others were burnt or buried 
alive.

The Head of the Libyan Presidential Coun-
cil, Mohammed Menfi, has reiterated Libya’s 
insistence on “exercising its full rights” at the 
League of Arab States, rejecting “the Arab 
League’s bias to a certain party or entity,” 
without naming anyone.
Menfi’s statement came on Monday, 
one day after several Arab countries 
didn’t turn up to a consultative min-
isterial meeting of the Arab League 
hosted by Tripoli, as Libya is now 
in the chair of presidency of the 
Council of the Arab League.
Menfi met with the Foreign 
Minister Najla Al-Mangoush, 
and her Tunisian counterpart, 
Othman Jarandi, according to a statement by the Libyan Foreign 
Ministry, which added that Menfi had hailed Tunisia for supporting 
the efforts of the Government of National Unity to assume the pres-
idency of the League of Arab States, rejecting “any discrimination 
toward Libya’s rights and duties,” and stressing Libya’s insistence on 
exercising its full rights in the Arab League, reiterating that it should 
“play a role that enhances solidarity and unity among member 
states.”
Meanwhile, Jarandi praised Libya’s presidency of the 158th session 
of the Arab League and its insistence on exercising its full rights in 
playing an Arab and regional role that contributes to strengthening 
joint action and restoring the real role of the League of Arab States, 
according to the Libyan Foreign Ministry’s statement.

Italy’s Prime Minister 
to arrive in Libya on 
Saturday, Bashagha 
decries the visit
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The Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni will 
visit Libya on Saturday, according to the Italian 
news agency Nova, which added that she will 
arrive in Libya at the head of a ministerial that 
includes the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Antonio 
Tajani, and the Minister of the Interior, Matteo 
Piantedosi.
Nova said that Meloni’s visit will include various 
meetings with Libyan leaders, as she is expect-
ed to attend the signing of new oil agreements 
between Italy’s Eni and the Libyan National Oil 
Corporation (NOC).

Libyan Foreign Minister Najla Al-Mangoush met in 
Tripoli with the Italian ambassador to Libya to discuss 
logistical preparations for the visit of the high-level 
delegation.
Meanwhile, NOC’s Chairman Farhat Bengdara said the 
NOC would sign an agreement for gas exploration and 
production in the sea with Eni, adding in a TV interview 
that the deal requires eight billion dollars to produce 
850 million cubic feet per day of gas from the Mediter-
ranean, in order to benefit from the demand for North 
African gas in Europe due to the war in Ukraine.
The House of Representatives-designated Prime Min-
ister Fathi Bashagha, who isn’t yet recognized as an 
official head of government by the international com-
munity, said Meloni’s visit to Tripoli was strange as she 
would be “visiting a government whose term of power 
ended”.
Commenting on the signing of the agreement be-
tween Eni and NOC, Bashagha’s government said that 
it would not abide by any agreements of “suspicious 
purpose and consequences,” and that it would bear no 
legal 
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Libya is considering taking steps against the General Secre-
tariat of the Arab League for attempting to hinder the con-
sultative meeting of Arab foreign ministers in Tripoli on Sun-
day.

In a press conference, the spokesman for the Government of Na-
tional Unity, Mohammed Hammouda, said the meeting was legal, 
as it was conducted per the Charter of the Arab League organisa-
tion, citing that it did not require a quorum for its convening.
In response to a question, Hammouda said, “What the General 
Secretariat of the Arab League did is a bias towards one member 
state over another.
He said the Libyan government is studying taking steps in re-
sponse to such behavior.
Regarding the items discussed during the meeting, Hammouda 
said that besides the Libyan issue, the Palestinian cause was, as 
usual, the focus of debate on the Arab assembly.
The spokesman affirmed Libya’s keenness on the unity of the Arab 
world and said the meeting is only “a step towards this eternal sol-
idarity, which some are trying to derail.”
On Sunday, the Libyan capital hosted the periodic consultative 
meeting for Arab foreign ministers, with only a few attending the 
gathering.
Five of the 22 member states of the Arab League sent their foreign 
ministers to the meeting, among them top diplomats of Algeria, 
Tunisia, and Qatar.
Others sent their envoys to the meeting in Tripoli. Among those 
boycotting the gathering was neighbouring Egypt.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Najla Al-Mangoush, criticized the 
Arab League presidency’s position and considered it a bias in the 
interest of a specific country, which she did not name.
In a televised statement, she said Libya insists on the full exercise 
of its rights in the Arab League, in a nod to the rotating leadership 
of the pan-Arab organisation.

Libya considers taking steps 
as specific Arab states choose 
to boycott meeting in Tripoli
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Tripoli hosted the 158th consultative meeting for Arab Foreign Minis-
ters, which was chaired by Libyan Foreign Minister. The meeting was 
attended by delegations from Algeria, Tunisia, Qatar, Palestine, Oman, 
Sudan, and Comoros, in addition to the Special Representative of the 
African Union and Head of the United Nations Support Mission in Lib-
ya. UAE, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia’s representatives didn’t show up to 
the meeting.
Al-Mangoush said, in a press conference after the meeting, that she 
was surprised that the Arab League’s secretariat invented a condition 
that does not exist in the charter and regulations, which was “requir-
ing that 14 countries confirm their attendance of the Tripoli meet-
ing in writing, which embarrassed many countries and showed the 
League as biased to one certain country.”

After years of fighting alongside 
Haftar, Chadian armed faction 
withdraws from southern Libya
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After years of fighting alongside Khalifa Haftar in southern Libya, 
an armed faction of the Chadian rebels, known as the Union of 
Forces for Democracy and Development , announced its readiness 
to depart from Libya.
The Chadian armed faction said in a televised statement that it 
would leave its positions in the Libyan south - Sabha - and return to 
Chad in response to the provisions of the Doha peace agreement 
between the Chadian government and the rebel factions that was 
signed in August 2022, given the fact that the rebel group is part of 
the Chadian national dialogue.
The Chadian rebel group said that they had informed Haftar of their 
decision to withdraw, and that a group led by General Mohamed 
Nouri had already started moving from the Libyan-Chadian border 
into Chad in implementation of the terms of the Doha agreement.
Thousands of Chadian rebel forces fought alongside Haftar’s forces 
as mercenaries in all the wars waged by the rebel military com-
mander, whether in eastern or southern Libya, and even during his 
recent aggression against Tripoli in April 2019.
The UN envoy to Libya, Abdoulaye Bathily, announced last week 
that they would hold a conference in one of Libya’s neighboring 
countries to discuss the issue of withdrawing mercenaries who are 
fighting in Libya and who came from the countries of Libya’s south-
ern border.
The parties to the conflict in Chad signed last August a peace 
agreement sponsored by Qatar in order to put an end to the war 
that has been going on for years. A delegation from the transition-
al government, representatives of 30 political and military opposi-
tion movements, and representatives of the African Union as well 
as international and regional organizations took part in the signing 
of the agreement. The Libyan Foreign Minister Najla Al-Mangoush 
also attended the signing ceremony in Doha.
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The US Treasury Department will designate the Russian mercenary 
organization the Russian private military company “Wagner Group” 
as a “transnational criminal organization” and will impose addition-
al sanctions next week against the group and its support network 
across the world, the White House said on Friday.

The US National Security Council’s (NSC) Coordinator for Strategic 
Communication John Kirby told reporters at a press briefing on Fri-
day that in last December, the US Department of Commerce des-
ignated Wagner as a military end user, which means we expanded 
the entity listing of Wagner to ensure that it cannot access equip-
ment anywhere in the world based on US technology or production 
equipment.

“Today, we are announcing additional actions that we are taking to 
help Ukraine defend itself against Russian invasion forces. First, the 
Department of Treasury will be designating Wagner as a significant 
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A report by the Russian newspaper Nezavisimaya Gazeta has shed 
light on the Moscow- Libyan relations after the “Khalifa Haftar era,” 
citing that the rogue military commander is considering transfer-
ring his authority to one of his sons.
Haftar lost interest in power, the report published on Friday said, 
indicating that the 79-year-old, deemed as Russia’s man in Libya, 
seems ready to transfer his powers to two of his sons.

Russian media: Haftar 
may transfer his powers 
to his son Saddam
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US designates Russia’s Wag-
ner Group as transnational 
criminal organization
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This information was based on what the Russian newspaper said, 
media leaks that Haftar expressed to his Egyptian allies his willing-
ness to give up the race for elections scheduled for this year.
Experts at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy anticipated 
that Haftar’s son, Saddam, will eventually assume command of his 
father’s forces.
The newspaper questioned if Haftar would risk such a step given 
the conflict of interests between his two sons, Saddam and Belqa-
sim, saying that handing over the army to Saddam would be a test 
for Russian interests in Libya.
Despite Moscow’s repeated assertion that it stands at the same 
distance from all parties in Libya, analysts see Russia closer to the 
eastern camp led by Haftar.
In this context, the Washington Institute drew attention to the fact 
that Haftar Jr. is seeking new communication channels, citing his 
willingness to establish relations with Israel, a controversial player 
in the Middle East.
The publisher quoted analysts as saying that during Saddam’s era, 
Cyrenaica would likely join the Abraham Accords, a series of state-
ments in which Israel normalized ties with several Gulf states.
It threw into question the benefit of Haftar’s forces to Russia in 
post-Haftar Libya, given that the Israelis are allies of the United 
States and nominally belong to Western society.

transnational criminal organization under executive order 13581 as 
amended.” Kirby said on Friday.

The US ambassador to Libya, Richard Norland, said earlier that Wash-
ington was aware of reports about the transfer of mercenaries from 
Libya to Ukraine to fight for Russia, as well as reports of Moscow’s 
attempts to recruit foreign fighters against Kyiv.

Wagner’s mercenaries are stationed in Libya in the Oil Crescent re-
gion, where energy sources are located, and they are considered the 
main supporter of Haftar in his aggression against Tripoli in 2019 and 
the wars he fought over the past years.
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The Governor of the Central Bank of Libya, Sadek Elkaber, held talks 
with the Japanese Assistant Foreign Minister/ Director of the Middle 
East and Africa Department at the Japanese ministry, Kansuke Na-
goka, on Wednesday that focused on Japan’s contribution to staff 
development programs for the CBL’s employees.

A statement by the CBL said the two sides exchanged views on 
many issues, including Japan’s contribution to staff development of 
the CBL employees and the banking sector in general, besides co-
operation in the economic, trade, and investment fields.

The Japanese official began his visit to Tripoli on Tuesday, where he 
met with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Na-
tional Unity, Najla Al-Mangoush, and Prime Minister, Abdul Hamid 
Dbeibah.

The National Oil Corporation (NOC) is looking forward to restarting 
the Ras Lanuf industrial complex after the successful operation of its 
ethylene plant, says the NOC’s Chief, Farhat Bengdara.

As he chaired a meeting for Ras Lanuf’s general assembly, Bengdara 
reaffirmed the NOC’s continued support for the oil and gas manu-
facturing company.

“The corporation will harness all capabilities to restart the industrial 
complex at its full capacity in order to strengthen the national econ-
omy and serve the local market’s needs.” Bengdara added.

He also stressed the NOC’s pursuit to provide more opportunities for 
companies in the region and create jobs in different segments of the 
developing private sector.

The Chairman of the Libyan National Oil Corporation (NOC), Far-
hat Bengdara has said that the NOC’s operations are not void of 
political and social pressures, and the latter are represented in the 
threats of Libyans to close oil fields if their relatives aren’t hired to 
work as oil sector employees.

In a press statement, Bengdara said the selling of only oil produc-
tion encourages consumption and corruption, stressing that “if 
everyone does not feel that he is benefiting from oil revenues, he 
will go to close the fields, as happened previously.”

He highlighted that the NOC’s management had been seeking to 
maintain the current level of production (1.2 million barrels per 
day) and increase it to 2 million over a period ranging from three 
to five years, yet he voiced fears about the lack of the insufficiency 
of the budget of the NOC, and thus the lack of fuel and the inter-
ruption of electricity.

Bengdara pointed out that the annual budget for purchasing die-
sel and gasoline amounts to 36 million dinars, adding that Libya 
does not deal with the method of “exchanging oil for the supply of 
fuel, but with selling oil and part of the revenue is paid to suppliers 
for gasoline and diesel.”

CBL head, Japanese official 
discuss cooperation in staff 
development field
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The exhibition of the agents of Italian Industries was inaugurated in 
Tripoli on Monday with the participation of 35 Italian companies.
The three-day event is being organized by the Libyan Italian Cham-
ber of Commerce and sponsored by Misrata Free Zone.
Minister Muhammad Al-Hawij of Economy and Trade, President of 
the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Libya, Chairman of the 
Exhibition Authority, and the Director of the Italian Commercial Of-
fice in Libya attended the opening ceremony on the grounds of the 
Tripoli International Fair.
Minister Al-Huwaij praised the organizer’s efforts hoping it would 
promote commercial ties between domestic and international com-
panies.
He said they aim to further develop the private sector and localize 
industry with the support of international partners, noting that Italy 
is Libya’s top trading partner with a trade exchange worth nearly $15 
billion.
Al-Hawaij called on the Libyan stakeholders to consider localizing 
industries, which require long-term partnerships and focus on vital 
sectors such as industry, agriculture, and services.
The exhibition also featured a workshop titled (A future view of the 
localization of the industry), which provided an opportunity for ex-
changing commercial knowledge and discussing related policies, 
procedures, and regulations.

Tripoli Fair hosts Italian Industry 
exhibition

NOC to restart Ras Lanuf 
industrial complex
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About the Preparatory
Forum for National 
Reconcilation
By Abdullah Alkabir, a Libyan political writer and commentator

E
xploiting the national reconciliation file for political goals 
will not achieve such goals, nor will it accomplish any step 
on the path to reconciliation. Rather, the direct results and 
the ensuing repercussions will be completely contrary to 
what the reconciliation conferences seek to achieve in 
terms of bringing the parties’ viewpoints closer, and laying 

the proper foundations for real reconciliation. The political load on 
a huge file with enormous branches such as national reconciliation, 
will only increase tension, stimulate everyone to prolong the con-
flict, or at least keep it going in full swing.
  The rush to convene the preparatory forum for national reconcili-
ation under the auspices of the Presidential Council, has triggered 
disputes that could have been avoided by good preparation, that 
does not neglect all details, and consider the concerns, fears and 
claims of the parties to the forum, before proceeding with the ses-
sions. The political goals of some movements and personalities in-
filtrated through the loopholes of this haste. Those who claim to be 
representing supporters of the former regime, don’t aim at laying 
the foundations for reconciliation, but rather to find a foothold for 
power.
  History has not yet recorded a reconciliation between a triumphant 
revolution with the power it revolted against and overthrew, at a 
time that the collapsed power can rally up, provide the means of 
strength and bounce back with a counter-revolution, and indeed, 
it could succeed in defeating the revolution, if factors of victory are 
combined. There is no room for reconciliation between a revolution 
and a regime that it overthrew after the high price that have been 
paid, and following rivers of blood and tears shed.
Reconciliation usually follows armed conflicts that leave behind 
many victims, and provoke retaliation every now and then, some-
times for the simplest reasons. So, the conflict continues even 
though with a declining intensity and slow pace, but fire remains 
under the ashes, ready to rekindle its flames, unless the conflict is 
resolved through reconciliation, and after everyone is convinced 
that victory is impossible for any party, and there is no alternative to 
reconciliation, reparation and coexistence.
  Before the launch of any reconciliation forum, the parties to the 
conflict must be identified, and dispel any doubts or suspension 
about representation of the parties to the conflict in the forum, 
and this can only be verified by elections. Elections in the current 
situation will bring figures that represent the victims of the conflict 
with their various affiliations. The primary task, for which they were 
elected, will be to lay the foundations for national reconciliation, in a 
manner agreed upon by those elected.
In conflicts and disputes that follow political transformations, 
there is no harm in tapping into experiences of peoples who have 

achieved their reconciliation, and paved their way to construction 
and growth, after healing the wounds, delivering justice and com-
pensating the victims, and we are not the exception. 
Numerous experiences in which reconciliation was accomplished 
through local communities, by direct meetings between the two 
parties to the conflict, and between the abusers and the victims, 
and after everyone’s claim was met. The role of governments was to 
facilitate such meetings and provide all their requirements, without 
directly interfering in them, or imposing a specific direction for such 
reconciliation.
  The experience of reconciliation between Misrata and Tawergha is 
a national model to follow, and it was completed with a final settle-
ment after direct dialogue between representatives of the two sides, 
in which the role of mediators was limited. 
However, perhaps those who followed the political developments 
during the past years recall the political exploitation of the issue, by 
many local and foreign parties, in order to put pressure on Misrata 
to concede in political files irrelevant to reconciliation. At that time, 
the reconciliation was a failure for several years, because of such ex-
ploitation.
  One of the most prominent things that occurred in the recent rec-
onciliation’s  preparatory meeting was the objection of some of the 
attendees to some of the symbols of the state, such as the flag and 
the national anthem, which cannot be tolerated at all, as raising 
these issues mean that the goal is not reconciliation, but rather to 
establish a political position of the bereaved parties, which have not 
yet recognized the political change that took place in Libya as a re-
sult of the February Revolution, and they only wanted a share of the 
cake of power in the name of reconciliation.
  The issue of the flag, the national anthem, and all state emblems 
is within the capacity of the Constitutional Committee, or the Con-
stituent Assembly, or the parliament, and not a national reconcilia-
tion conference that seeks to achieve transitional justice, hold those 
responsible for crimes and violations accountable, and compensate 
the victims.
However, despite all shortcomings and ruckus in the forum, which 
can be avoided in the next comprehensive forum, achievements 
of the sub-committees in terms of listing the damages, claims and 
recommendations were made. Furthermore, holding the forum is 
a significant first step, and if the path of reconciliation extends for 
thousand miles, then the first step was the most difficult, but it was 
kicked off.

Disclaimer:  The views and opinions expressed in this article are 
those of the writer, and do not necessarily reflect those of the Libya 
Observer
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A delegation from the World Health Organization (WHO) team of ex-
perts visited the Abu Salim Accidents Hospital to evaluate the medi-
cal services provided at the center.
The delegation, which represents the WHO regional office, met with 
the general director of the hospital and heads of a number of med-
ical departments to review the needs and priorities, according to a 
statement published by the WHO’s Facebook page.
The statement affirmed the WHO’s continued support for the Min-
istry of Health’s efforts to enhance the capabilities of medical and 
paramedical staff working in emergency departments.

Pediatric Cardiac Surgery mission arrived at the National 
Heart Center in Benghazi, as 110 cases screened and 100 
cases are scheduled for surgery during the coming months 
of February and March.

This comes in response to an invitation by the United Nations to 
doctors of the Mediterranean Cardiology Center in Italy since 2020, 
according to the embassy’s statement on its website, Wednesday.
During the past years, three Italian missions for pediatric cardiac 
surgery arrived at the center in Benghazi, and they performed op-

The Deputy Prime Minister of the Government of National 
Unity, and Minister-designate of Health, Ramadan Abu Janah, 
discussed in a meeting on Monday with the Czech ambas-
sador to Libya and his accompanying delegation the project 
of the “Medofac” agreement, which will be signed between 
the Libyan Ministry of Health and the Czech Military Hospi-
tal, to train Libyan doctors in the field of physical medicine. 
The agreement will be implemented through the Emergency 
Medicine and Support Center.
The meeting reviewed the exchange of experiences and train-

ing in the fields of emergency, orthopedics, and neurosurgery, 
as well as the implementation of programs for visiting doctors 
to perform major surgeries inside Libya, in addition to easing 
visa requirements for Libyan patients.
In the meantime, the Czech ambassador voiced his country’s 
aspiration to strengthen relations with Libya in various fields, 
and to boost cooperation agreements between Ministries of 
Health, calling on the Minister of Health to visit the Czech Min-
istry of Health and medical universities to discuss signing joint 
cooperation agreements.

100 surgeries to be performed 
by Italian Pediatric Cardiac 
Surgery mission in Benghazi

Libyan Minister-designate of Health and Czech ambassa
dor review “Medofac” project
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WHO delegation visits 
Abu Salim Hospital
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The Libyan and Algerian ministries of higher education and scien-
tific research signed, on Monday in Algiers, an executive program to 
enhance cooperation between the universities of the two countries 
and exchange experiences in this sector, in the presence of Minister 
Omran Al-Qeeb and his Algerian counterpart Kamal Badari.
During the signing ceremony, the Algerian minister indicated that 
this program comes within the framework of strengthen coopera-
tion and partnership relations in the field of higher education and 
scientific research between the two countries.
He also stressed that this program aimed at revitalizing internation-
al cooperation and improving the performance of universities, re-
calling the signing of more than 30 twinning agreements between 
Algerian universities and universities in several countries.

The Libyan Football Federation has sacked national team coach 
French Corentin Martins after a poor form ended the Knights’ jour-
ney in the African Nations Cup (CHAN) for locals.
The Libyan team was knocked out as early as the group stages.
The Knights lost to both Algeria and Mozambique before achiev-
ing a moral victory against Ethiopia in their last match.
Fans’ response to the news was “disappointment and frustration” 
over a perceived lack of effort to keep the team in Algeria, where 
the competition is taking place.
The 2023 African Nations Championship is being played in Algeria 
this January after it was pushed by six months due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.
The tournament, which runs every two years has been expanded to 
feature 18 national teams made up exclusively of domestic-based 
players.

LFF sacks national 
team coach after 
poor CHAN results
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The Libyan Football Federation has revealed that the first round 
of the return stage for the first and second groups of the Libyan 
Football Premier League competition will start on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 2, after a period of hiatus due to the national team’s partici-
pation in the African Nations Championship in Algeria.
On Thursday February 2, four matches will be witnessed, the most 
prominent of which is Abu Salim Vs Al-Ittihad Misrata, while Friday 
will witness four matches, the most prominent of which is Al So-
qoor and Al-Nasr.
The tenth round of the league will be concluded on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 4, with two matches, for the first group, where Darnis will be 
a guest on Al-Hilal at Benina Stadium, while in the second group, 
Abu Salim Stadium will host Al-Ittihad and Olympic match.

The Kingdom of Jordan has imposed visa requirements on Libyans 
from 15 to 49 years old, or a written security approval from the Jor-
danian Ministry of Interior to enter its territory.
This came in a letter to the Libyan Airlines, saying that all travelers 
must obtain a QR code and register on the electronic entry plat-
form of the Kingdom of Jordan.
The Kingdom also required a compulsory medical report for all 
women and for persons over 50 years of age, as they are allowed 
to be accompanied by first-class personal assistant, while children 
under 15 years are allowed to enter without any restrictions.

Second leg of Libyan Football 
League starts on February 2 Jordan imposes visa require

ments on Libyan citizens

Sports

Travel

Libyan, Algerian ministries of 
higher education sign MoU

Sports  
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