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Prime Minister, Abdul Hamid Dbeibah, has affirmed his government’s 
readiness to hold parliamentary and presidential elections at a meeting 
with the Head of the UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL), Abdoulaye 
Bathily, on Tuesday.
He further expressed support for all measures taken by the UNSMIL, in-
cluding the formation of a team to help complete and develop the con-
stitutional rule to set the country for elections.
The session, which was joined by Foreign Minister Najla Al-Manqoush, 
was the first meeting between the two after Bathily’s brief before the 
UN Security Council on 27 February 2023.  The UNSMIL head presented 
PM Dbeibah with a summary of his regional and international tours and 
the outcomes of his meetings in New York.  He said he found unanimous 
support for his roadmap to elections in Libya, stressing that it is the UN 
mission’s primary goal.
A statement by the government said the meeting also touched upon the 
practical measures to implement Bathily’s proposal while underscoring 
that they should be implementable and express the Libyans’ genuine de-
sire to hold fair and just elections.  On her part, FM Al-Manqoush affirmed 
the international community’s continued contacts to make the election 
in Libya a success.
“The countries concerned with the Libyan file, with which we are con-
stantly communicating, are genuinely supportive of holding fair and just 
elections and ending the transitional stages,” the FM said.

Dbeibah tells Bathily GNU 
is more than willing to hold elections

Politics

Libyan Prime Minister, Abdul Hamid Dbei-
bah, held a meeting with the ambassadors 
and envoys of the United States, Britain, 
France, Germany and Italy to Libya, (known 
as members of the “p3 + 2” group,) in Tripoli.
Dbeibah’s media office said the diplomats 
briefed the PM on the results of their recent 
meetings in the United States, the Security 
Council session on Libya, and the coordi-
nation of international efforts in support of 
elections.

Meanwhile, Dbeibah reaffirmed his support 
for the efforts of the UN envoy Abdoulaye 
Bathily, saying they are consistent with the 
vision of the Government of National Unity 
for the next stage, especially holding elec-
tions, ending the transitional stages and 
unifying the local and international efforts 
to help Libya issue a free and fair constitu-
tional basis.
He reiterated the need for having a pledge 
document for the parties to accept the elec-

tion results, assuring the foreign ambas-
sadors and special envoys to Libya that his 
government “continues to provide its ser-
vices to all Libyans despite the circumstanc-
es.”  The foreign ambassadors and envoys 
confirmed their support for Bathily’s efforts, 
which seek to hold elections before the end 
of this year, praising the work made by the 
GUN in this file and hailing its clear vision for 
elections.

Libyan PM 
holds meeting 
with foreign diplomatic 
officials in Tripoli

Politics

The Libyan Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah said Tues-
day that his government wants to provide electricity gener-
ated from solar energy to Europe, adding at the second Lib-
yan-German Economic Forum in Tripoli that his government 
has opened the door for energy investments and called on 
German businesspersons to join.
Dbeibah said his government also wants to start working in 
the green energy sector and to have real investments through 
gas and oil, promising that Libya will a leading country in this 
field, and reiterating support for the private sector to be the 
backbone of the future of the Libyan economy.
The German ambassador to Libya Michael Ohnmacht said 
that German companies can contribute to achieving polit-
ical and economic stability in Libya. He also said Germany 
welcomes UN envoy Abdoulaye Bathily’s initiative to hold 
parliamentary and presidential elections in 2023. Ohnmacht 
referred to his recent meetings with representatives of Liby-
an institutions, Libyan women and businessmen, who all ex-
pressed their desire for strong economic relations between 
Libya and Germany, saying they all requested the return of 
German companies.
“There are a lot of German companies that are already op-
erating in Libya now, and the best evidence for skeptics is 
the large delegation representing German companies in 
the forum. The German economy is based on small and me-
dium-sized companies, and some of them do not have the 
desire to cooperate with their counterparts in Libya because 
of the general conditions in the country, so we want to send 
a message to those companies and the public opinion in Ger-
many that we are able to achieve political and economic sta-
bility in Libya.” Ohnmacht remarked.

Libyan PM says 
his government wants to 
supply Europe with solar-en-
ergy-generated electricity
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Libyan Foreign Minister Najla Al-Mangoush 
told the US ambassador to Libya, Richard 
Norland, and Chargè d’affaires Leslie Ord-
man, about the latest developments in 
the political situation in Libya and they all 
reviewed ways to support the initiative of 
the UN envoy Abdoulaye Bathily.
The Foreign Ministry said the meeting saw 
a discussion about the role of the Ministry 
in coordination and cooperation with the 
US for a successful political process under 
the auspices of the UN, while Al-Mangoush 

reiterated the importance of the Gov-
ernment of National Unity’s work toward 
holding elections and ending transitional 
periods by unifying local and international 
efforts to that end.
The US embassy said on Twitter that Nor-
land had emphasized in his meeting with 
Al-Mangoush that the US stands side by 
side with the Libyan people in recognition 
of their right to elect their leaders.
“We will continue to provide technical 
and political support to pave the way for 

elections this year and we appreciate the 
continued cooperation provided by the 
Ministry in support of US-Libyan relations.” 
Norland said.
Earlier on Thursday, Al-Mangoush dis-
cussed with the French President’s Special 
Envoy to Libya, Paul Soler, and the French 
Ambassador, Mostafa Mihraje, the de-
velopments in the political situation and 
ways to support the initiative of the UN 
envoy to Libya.

Foreign Minister 
tells US ambassador 
her government is stabilizing Libya

Politics

As the third anniversary of Khalifa Haftar’s at-
tack on the western region approaches, the 
rogue military commander said, “we can not 
leave Tripoli alone.”
Haftar was talking at a ceremony to inaugurate 
a gym for his forces at the so-called 106th Bri-
gade on Saturday.
He said the project’s objective is to strengthen 
the physical structure of his forces as he does 
not want “weak fighters like those in the west-
ern region.”
His words led many observers to view it as a 
threat.
“Our forces are all strong and distinguished, but 
we must look ahead, and Tripoli cannot be left 
alone, whatever the circumstances,” the military 
leader who assaulted Tripoli in 2019 said.
His comments aggravate the already tense po-
litical situation compromised by constitutional 
disputes and fierce disagreements over who 
should run for elections.
Last week the Libyan political arena saw the 
presentation of a new UN-led roadmap that 
should be crowned by an electoral process dur-
ing the course of this year.

Haftar: 
Our forces are stronger
than their counterparts 
in the west

Politics

The Head of the High Council of State (HCS) Khalid Al-Mishri said that the Prime 
Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah should not run for the upcoming elections and re-
spect the pledges he made, reiterating in a joint press conference Monday with 
the Head of the Audit Bureau, Khalid Shakshak, that the HCS is engaged in a po-
litical battle with the House of Representatives (HoR), which is “trying to become 
an absolute legislative authority, while it is an authority restricted by the political 
agreement.”
Al-Mishri said that the High Electoral Commission must be replaced before elec-
tions are held, calling for the formation of a unified mini-government to supervise 
and hold elections. He stressed his rejection to the candidacy of dual nationals, mil-
itary personnel, and judicial workers for elections, and defended the vote on the 
13th constitutional amendment.
He said he believed that the 13th amendment was done correctly and with a legal 
quorum of 80 members of the HCS, adding that they didn’t rejected the initiative of 
the UN envoy Abdoulaye Bathily just yet, saying it was possible to conjoin the UN 
initiative with the 13th constitutional amendment, without explaining how.
“Bathily agreed with me that dual nationals should not run for the presidency, but 
he says that they should be given an opportunity to run. The political will of the HCS 
stands with the 13th constitutional amendment, and we have noticed attempts to 
obstruct our sessions.” Al-Mishri said, warning against the continuation of what he 
described as a state of political deadlock, if the conditions for running for the pres-
idential elections are not decided, and explaining that there are no guarantees for 
the success of the constitutional amendment or Bathily’s plan.
He stressed that the decision of the HoR Speaker to transfer the authority of the Au-
dit Bureau to the Administrative Control Authority is “similar to emptying the work 
of the Bureau of its content.”
Shakshak said the Bureau should maintain the control role, pointing out that he 
was surprised by the decision of the HoR and expressed his hope that the political 
process would not affect the work of the Bureau, saying the Bureau will implement 
what the HoR and the HCS agree on regarding authority.

Al-Mishri says 
PM Dbeibah shouldn’t run 
for upcoming elections

Politics
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Libya, Tunisia seek to 
exceed $1.6 billion in 
trade exchange by 2025
The Libyan-Tunisian bilateral business meetings forum 
opened in Tripoli on Monday, under the slogan “Tuni-
sian-Libyan Partnership and Integration to Access Glob-
al Markets”.
The two countries aspire to exceed trade exchange be-
tween them to more than $ 1.6 billion in 2025.
200 Tunisian and Libyan entrepreneurs participated in 
the forum, in the presence of the Tunisian Ambassador 
to Libya, Al-Asaad Al-Ajili, Assistant General Manager of 
the Tunisian Export Promotion Center, Riad Attia, and a 
number of officials from both sides.
Attia said that a delegation of about 50 male and female 
entrepreneurs from various fields of business attended 
a meeting with more than 130 Libyan institutions in 
various sectors, and this is an indicator that reflects the 
depth of the Tunisian-Libyan economic relations and 
represents a real activation of the old renewed econom-
ic partnership between the two countries.

Economy 

PM, CBL Governor, 
and Audi Bureau’s Head review Ramadan preparations

The Libyan Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah discussed on 
Tuesday with the Governor of the Central Bank of Libya (CBL) 
Al-Siddiq Al-Kabir and the Head of the Audit Bureau, Khalid Shak-
shak, the government’s preparations for the month of Ramadan.
The meeting at the office of the CBL Governor touched upon 
the availability of basic commodities, price control, salary pay-
ments, allowance for the wife and children, and basic pensions 
for the month of March before Ramadan begins, in addition to 
the agreement to complete those procedures and refer them to 
the CBL to start implementation.
The attendees agreed to follow up on the General Electricity 
Company’s plan to increase production capacity, and to launch a 

number of approved new projects that would help in this regard, 
reviewing as well the plan to establish 500 new schools and the 
need to involve municipalities in follow-up and supervision work 
to ensure sound implementation of this project, when they said 
was important and requested that it would include in its first 
phase the poorly-constructed schools in all Libyan cities to be 
rebuilt according to modern designs, and a specific timetable.
The attendees reiterated the need for increasing disclosure and 
transparency in all government procedures, including expendi-
tures, contracts and administrative procedures, in coordination 
with the CBL and the Audit Bureau.

Economy 

The Minister of the Interior of the Government of National Unity, Emad 
Al-Trabelsi, said that what was reported about his arrest at an airport in 
Paris because he was carrying 500,000 euros was not true, adding that the 
rumor was circulated by a journalist.
On Friday, Al-Trabelsi was accused of arriving in Paris with half a million 
euros and being held by police for it.
At a cabinet meeting Al-Khums city on Thursday, Al-Trabelsi said he trav-
eled to Paris as an ordinary citizen and bought his own ticket on March 2, 
adding that he landed at Charles de Gaulle airport and went to the cus-
toms department to register an amount of 20.000 euros to abide by the 
procedures followed in most countries. He pointed out that he received 
an official paper from the Paris airport employees regarding the registra-
tion of the money.
“I left the airport and on the second day I went to the same airport to trav-
el to Turkey, but I was surprised by one of the journalists; Kamal Al-Mar-
ash, who claimed that I had 500.000 euros on me but that wasn’t true.
Libyan PM said the clarification was important by the Interior Minister for 
him and the cabinet, saying they believed the news when it was reported 
on TV. He added that his government was under attacks and accusations. 
He also called on his cabinet members to carry bank cards not cash when 
traveling abroad.

Libyan Interior 
Minister denies 
being held in Paris 
for having 500k 
euros in cash

Politics 
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Zueitina Oil Company repairs 
leakage at transport 
pipeline of crude oil

The Zueitina Oil Company announced, on Monday, the repair of a 
leak of a pipeline to transport crude oil in the Al-Jufra area.
The Company stated that the maintenance team of crude oil pipe-
lines managed to control the leak on 20-inch line (Al-Jufra - Ras Lanuf 
port), at 20 km from the company’s Zillah field.
It also praised the efforts of the maintenance team, which consisted 
of Belgrave employees and the Zillah field fire department.

Economy 

The head of the Audit Bureau, Khaled Shakshak, discussed with 
the South Korean Ambassador, Lee Sang-soo the obligations of 
Korean companies in favour of the Libyan state and setting up 
a mechanism to deliver on their commitments.
The meeting was joined by Sang-soo’s assistant and officials 
from the Libyan Audit Bureau.
Shakshak valued the Korean ambassador’s visit and stressed 
the importance of cooperation and partnership between Libya 
and Korea in the field of development.

Shakshak reviews Korean 
companies’ commitment 
towards Libya

Economy 

PM Dbeibah 
inaugurates Fourth 
Libya Exhibition for Foods

The Libyan Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah, accom-
panied by the Minister of Economy and Trade, Mohammed 
Al-Huweij, in the presence of the ambassadors of Tunisia and 
Turkey, the commercial attache of the Italian embassy in Lib-
ya, and a number of businesspersons, inaugurated the Libya 
Exhibition for Foods in its fourth edition.
More than 80 international companies from Algeria, Morocco, 
Italy, Turkey, Tunisia, Spain, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Egypt, and 
the UAE are participating in the exhibition, which is organ-
ized by the International Company for Organizing Exhibitions. 
Also, 114 local companies specialized in the food and packag-
ing industries, and catering services to cafes and restaurants 
are attending the exhibition.
The exhibition activities will continue from 5 to 8 March with 
the aim of supporting the national economy and industries, 
and exchanging expertise as well as experiences between 
traders and manufacturers from all countries.

Economy 

Al-Hawij: 
commoditieswill be available 
at fair prices during Ramadan
Minister Muhammad Al-Hawij of Economy and Trade has en-
sured consumers that Ramadan essential foodstuff and com-
modities will be fully available during the holy month, vowing 
to follow up on the documentary credits to help reduce prices 
and secure the flow of goods to the market.
Al-Hawij’s remarks came at a governmental meeting headed 
by Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah.
A statement by the Hakomitna platform said the PM ordered 
the Municipal Guard and the Control Center to “play their role 
in following up on the validity of goods and the unacceptable 
increase in prices” in cooperation with the Economy Ministry.
Dbeibah also addressed the meat imports and stressed the 
need to follow up on the exporting countries, taking into ac-
count health requirements and the method of slaughter that 
should correspond to the Islamic guidelines.
He also ordered the formation of an emergency room to mon-
itor the availability of goods and prices in the local market in 
cooperation with merchants and commodity suppliers.

Economy 
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The National Center for Disease Control (NCDC) has revealed that an emergency 
room has been operationalized to the south of the country to control the spread of 
measles in the region.
NCDC said in a statement that it equipped teams consisting of emergency office, 
monitoring and rapid response, vaccination, research and studies, awareness and 
education teams, as well as media and documentation team.
It disclosed that the region recently witnessed the emergence of several cases of 
measles infection among children and adults, especially in Al-Tayouri and Al-Kara-
ma neighborhoods of Sabha City.
Upon their arrival in Al-Tayouri and Al-Karama neighborhoods, the emergency of-
fice and monitoring and rapid response teams, examined 2,300 children, including 
312 suspected cases of measles, NCDC added.
NCDC also explained that 41 blood samples were sent to the laboratory, of which 
11 samples of children, showed positive results among those suspected of having 
measles, after which the team relied on clinical signs of measles in its diagnosis in 
order to preserve laboratory resources, according to the center.
1,901 children in Al-Tayuri and Al-Karama neighborhoods, of the age group from 
one day to 6 years old, were vaccinated against measles, rubella and polio, NCDC 
reported.

NCDC runs an emergency room to reduce 
spread of measles in southern Libya

Health 

An official at the Ministry of Health, Tawfiq Al-Darsi, has received the Director of the Zawiya Medical Centre to discuss support for 
the facility.
The two sides reviewed the medical needs of the departments and units of the centre, besides providing training programs for 
medical and paramedical personnel.
Al-Darsi voiced his support for all medical centres, stressing the Ministry of Health’s keenness to cooperate with all competent 
authorities to provide the health facilities needs.

Ministry of Health 
discusses means to support Zawiya Medical Centre

Health 
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International moves regarding the Libyan file, and threat 
to resort to alternative options, if Libyan parties delaying 
tactics and procrastination continued, posed a challenge 
that drove these parties and their regional allies to re-
spond seriously, in an attempt to pre-empt the transition 
of the election file to a new panel to be supervised and 
led by the UN mission. This response may be an inciden-
tal goal, of these international moves led by America and 
Britain. Thus, the alternative options of the UN envoy, an-
nouncing the formation of a’ High-Level Steering Panel’ 
for Libya, are just a means of pressure. As it may not find 
its way to implementation, if the conflicting parties in the 
House of Representatives and the High Council of State 
reach a real consensus that leads to free, fair and trans-
parent elections. However, this seems far-fetched so far, 
as there is no real will or desire to step down with the de 
facto authorities, and there is no intention of rendering 
back the trust to the people to elect new leaders to run 
the country.
The 13th Amendment is what has been achieved so far, but 
it does not meet the requirements and still needs broader 
consensus, clear election laws, and a timetable, which are 
not easy steps and will not be within reach, at least for a 
timeline no later than the end of next April. Nevertheless, 
the US Special Envoy and Ambassador to Libya, Richard 
Norland, welcomed the amendment, indicating the possi-
bility of building on it through the panel to be formed, and 
at the same time calling on the Libyan parties to deal with 
the panel positively, and this indicates that the UN option 
is still the closest to implementation.
Forming a committee that brings together members of 
the two chambers, with six members from each chamber, 
is the next step, and it has not been achieved so far by the 
High Council of State due to the lack of a quorum. Never-
theless, the Head of the HCS is not expected to succumb, 
as he may resort to selecting six members by collecting 
recommendations from the rest of the members, and refer 
them to the House of Representatives. The Speaker of the 
House of Representatives does not face such difficulty in 

naming his team, but rejection by active actors of these 
steps, and the irregularities that occurred at the HCS’ ses-
sion to adopt the 13th Amendment, as well as the appeals 
filed to the Constitutional Chamber, regarding the legality 
of the amendment procedures, will drive the international 
parties to stick to Bathily’s plan.
The magnitude of the international insistence on adopt-
ing the UN envoy’s plan, and conducting elections at the 
end of this year, can be seen in the furious statements of 
some members of the House of Representatives, which 
amounted to the threat of boycotting the UN mission and 
not dealing with the latter. However, the statement of the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, while receiv-
ing the Japanese ambassador, announcing readiness to 
amend the electoral laws, demonstrated a flexibility which 
is not usual in the past. 
The Head of the High Council of State’s positive response 
to the 13th Amendment, and insistence on passing it, al-
though the House of Representatives already issued and 
published the amendment in its Official Gazette, not both-
ering even to wait for the approval of the HCS. 
All this rush and reactions reflect the enormous pressure 
from the US and its allies on the Libyan parties in order 
to conduct the elections, as they are the way to end the 
division, renew legitimacy, and form an elected authority 
that enjoys all powers, and also tighten the noose on the 
Russian presence in Libya. However, all these efforts are 
liable to be frustrated by some international and regional 
actors, such as Russia and Egypt. This curbs the excessive 
optimism about the possibility of holding elections this 
year. Indeed, the crisis is still open to all possibilities, and 
the next few days will be decisive in determining the fate 
of Bathily’s plan.

Disclaimer:  The views and opinions expressed in this ar-
ticle are those of the writer, and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Libya Observer

Decisive days of 
UN envoy’s plan
By Abdullah Alkabir, 
a Libyan political writer and commentator

Opinions



13.03.2023 - 06.03.2023

Week 118

7

№117

The Administrative Control Authority (ACA) has questioned officials at Alwatania 
TV after the state TV station aired a cartoon featuring a kissing scene.
ACA said the scene violates public morals, the teachings of the true Islamic religion, 
and the customs and traditions of society.
In a statement, ACA confirmed, after summoning the channel’s officials and inter-
rogating them, that the incident is the responsibility of the director of programmes 
and the head of the daily scheduling department of the broadcast map.
It stressed that it will take deterrent legal measures against the two officials and 
hold them criminally and disciplinarily accountable for this incident, according to 
the statement.
Earlier, the Director General of National TV, Awatef Al-Tashani, apologized to the 
Libyan nation for this unintentionally mistake, promising to take Administrative 
penalties against the offenders.

ACA investigates officials of Libya 
National TV for “violation of public morals”

Life

Al-Akhdar team of Libya is in a tough situation after drawing 1-1 
with Congo-based Saint Eloi Lupopo in the Confederation Cup 
of African Football match that was held on Wednesday at the 
Benina Martyrs Stadium in Benghazi.
Al-Akhdar suffered two losses in front of Saint Eloi Lupopo and 
Marumo Galants of South Africa while tying with USM Alger and 
on his second clash with Saint Eloy Lupopo on Wednesday.
Malanga Mwako of Congo gave his team the lead 15 minutes 
into the match before Al-Akhdar’s striker Richmond Boaki 

scored a stoppage-time equalizer to claim a 1-1 draw to Saint 
Eloy Lupopo at the Benina Martyrs.
With this result, Al-Akhdar is now at the ropes’ end, dragging 
seven points behind the leading team in Group A, Marumo Gal-
lants, and five points behind second-place holder USM Alger.
The team will lock horns with the Maromo Galantis at the Beni-
na Martyrs Stadium before playing his last group confrontation 
in Algeria with the 2015 CAF runner-up USM Alger.

Al-Akhdar position in CAF Confederation Cup made tough 
after drawing 1-1 with Saint Eloi Lupopo

Sports
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