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UNSMIL said on Monday that the 5+5 Joint
Military Commission (JMC) met in Tripoli in
the presence of the Special Representative of
the Secretary-General of the United Nations
for Libya, Abdoulaye Bathily, and chiefs of
staff of the military, Mohammed Al-Hadd-
ad and his eastern counterpart Abdelrazik
Al-Nathori, and security units in the western,
eastern, and southern regions.

UNSMIL said the discussion focused on the
role of the military and security institutions
in providing a conducive environment for
advancing the political process and holding
free and fair elections during 2023.

The meeting in Tripoli emphasized that the
dialogue should be Libyan-Libyan and in-
side Libya, rejecting any foreign interference
in Libyan affairs and reiterating full commit-
ment to the outcomes of the dialogues be-
tween the military and security commanders
that were decided during their first and sec-
ond meetings held respectively in Tunis and

Tripoli.

The discussion reiterated rejection of fight-
ing and all forms of violence throughout the
entirety of Libya’s territory, stressing the con-
tinuation of work towards unifying the mili-
tary institutions through the Chiefs of Staff;
unifying the security institutions; and the
rest of state institutions.

It also reaffirmed the need for forming a uni-
fied government for all Libyan state institu-
tions, in addition to increasing efforts to ad-
dress the challenges facing displaced people
and those affected by fighting and wars.
The attendees reiterated the need for the
completion of national reconciliation and
reparation efforts, commitment to pursue
elections and the need for the House of Rep-
resentatives and the High Council of State to
complete their tasks.

According to the UNSMIL, the attendees
agreed to hold the next meeting during the
month of Ramadan in Benghazi.

The meeting of the military leaders was
preceded by another meeting of security
and military leaders chaired by the Interior
Minister, Emad Al-Trabelsi, and included rep-
resentatives of the Government of National
Unity, members of the 5+5 JMC, the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General,
Bathily, and military leaders from eastern and
western Libya.

The meeting discussed uniting efforts to
organize elections, and to establish mecha-
nisms for communication between security
and military units, according to the Ministry
of Interior of the Government of National
Unity.

The delegation of the military, which arrived
in Tripoli on Sunday afternoon, included the
Chief of Staff of Haftar's forces Al-Nathori,
the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interi-
or in Bashagha's government, Faraj Gayem,
the director of Khalifa Haftar's office, Khairy
Al-Tamimi, members of the JMC.

Politics

Egyptis vital for Libyal

The spokesman for the Turkish Presidency, Ibrahim Kalin, says that the
stable development of Turkish-Egyptian relations not only benefits the
two countries but is of the utmost importance for Libya and the entire
region.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusogu’s recent visit to Egypt was im-
portant and fruitful,” Kalin told Anadolu Agency on Sunday.

According to the Turkish official, Cavusoglu discussed in Cairo regional
issues and the eastern Mediterrane file. They also appointed ambassa-
dors after a hiatus of nearly ten years.

Following his visit to Cairo last Monday, Cavusoglu said the agreements
between Libya and Turkey, including the marine memorandum of un-
derstanding, do not threaten Egypt, just as Cairo’s deal with Greece was
not against Ankara.

Regarding military cooperation with Libya, the top Turkish diplomat
made it clear that his country is not in competition with Egypt in the Lib-
yan arena, confirming that they agreed to continue close consultation
and cooperation on Libya.
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The International Atomic Energy Agency informed member states that most
of the roughly 2.5 tons of natural uranium ore concentrate (UOC) recently de-
clared missing from a site in Libya have been found at that site, according to
Reuters.

The International Atomic Energy Agency informed member states in a similar
confidential statement on March 15 first reported by Reuters that 10 drums
containing the UOC had gone missing from a Libyan site not under govern-
ment control.

Reuters reported that while the amount of fissile material is less than that re-
quired for a nuclear bomb, and would need to go through processes known as
conversion and enrichment to be usable in one, the IAEA said at the time that
losing it “may present a radiological risk, as well as nuclear security concerns”.
Following eastern Libyan forces’ statement last week that they had found the
drums of UOC near the warehouse they were taken from in southern Libya,
the IAEA carried out an inspection on Tuesday and found that only “a relatively
small amount of UOC was still unaccounted for,” Friday’s IAEA statement said.
“During the (inspection), Agency inspectors observed that drums that had
not been present at the declared location at the time of the previous (inspec-
tion) had since been brought back and left in close proximity to the declared
location. Agency inspectors confirmed that these drums contained UOC and
witnessed their transfer back to within the declared location for storage.” The
statement added.

Politics

IAEA confirms finding
almost all missing
uranium in Libya
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The stable conditions in Tripoli have galvanized local and internation-
al efforts to unify the military and security establishment, says Prime
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Bathily refers to alternatives

if relevant bodies fail to act

The head of the UN Support Mission In Libya (UNSMIL),
Abdoulaye Bathily, said on Friday that he will seek other
alternatives if the House of Representatives (HoR) and the
High Council of State (HCS) fail to agree on electoral laws in
a timely manner.

Reuters quoted him as saying he would not accept moves
to derail a march to elections and that the two councils
must deliver the voting laws promptly.

“Of course, if they don't do it, they will be accountable to
the Libyan people, to the international community, to the
regional leaders who are supporting them in this process,’
he added.

Responding to a question on the alternatives, the UN en-
voy said, “we will talk about that when the time comes.”
Last month, the UN envoy announced a new initiative
prompting the joint HoR and HCS committee to approve
clear electoral laws in June in order for a national vote to
go ahead this year.

Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah.

“This climate of stability also contributed to the progress of our prepa-
rations for achieving national elections, according to fair and impartial
laws that end the transitional stages,’ the PM said in a tweet he shared
on his account Sunday.

Dbeibah’s remarks came following a security meeting in Tripoli Sun-
day, which brought together senior figures from the west and east
camps.

He said that elections would achieve a peaceful solution to the divi-
sion and wars that threaten the country and community cohesion.
“Our constants are clear; yes to the civil state, no to the military state,
yes to elections, no to extension, yes to peace, no to wars.”

Under the 5 + 5 Joint Military Committee, military leaders affiliated
with Dbeibah'’s government and the rival authorities in the east met in
Tripoli Sunday for UN-led talks over unifying the military and security
institutions.

Sunday’s session was a follow-up to a meeting held in Tunisia the past
few days under the auspices of Bathily, who said it was to “bridge the
views of the two parties and a prelude to unifying the security and
military forces.”
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Government approves 'NOC'
plan for 2023 - 20279}

The Supreme Council for Energy Affairs approved the National Oil Corporation’s
plan for 2023-2027 during a regular meeting on Wednesday.

The council affirmed its support for the NOC and the alternative energy project,
stressing its readiness to facilitate procedures and remove all obstacles the project
may face.

Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah headed the council’s third regular meeting
held at the NOC's HQ in the presence of the council’s members and NOC experts.
A statement by the PM’s office said the group discussed several issues, inter alia,
the plan to raise production to two million barrels per day, the Corporation’s es-
timated budget, the carbon dioxide emissions for facilities (A and E), and proce-
dures to start activating the alternative energy file.

Dbeibah underscored that supporting the National Oil Corporation and its pro-
grams is a priority for all state institutions.

He stressed the need to embark on the alternative energy project as it “has be-
come an urgent necessity that cannot be delayed further.”

The PM also suggested inviting international companies to participate in the pro-
ject, to benefit from their expertise and ensure diligent implementation within an
adopted timetable.

Food price inflation continued to rise at high levels in most North African countries,
but Libya was the only exception due to continued subsidies on consumer goods, ac-
cording to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

In its quarterly report, released on Tuesday, FAO said that subsidies for consumer goods
and other basic foodstuffs prevented a significant price rise during the last quarter of
last year in Libya, compared to Tunisia, Egypt, Algeria, Morocco, and Mauritania.

The organization estimated the humanitarian needs in Libya during 2023 at about 300
thousand people, less than (4% of the population), compared to 800 thousand people
(10% of the population) last year.

According to the organization’s data, the total cereal production in North Africa for
the year 2022 stood at 33 million tons; 10% less than the previous five years, while the
wheat crop was the most affected, as it decreased to 16.6 million tons, 20% less than
the average, according to FAO.

It also estimated that grain import needs in the region will reach 51 million tons in
2022-23, an increase of 2% from the average in order to compensate for the decline in
production, while part of these imports will also go to state reserves, to better prepare
for any future supply disruptions.

OilBudgetFollow-up
Committee reviews
plan to increase Lib-
ya's oil production
to 2 million bpd

The Oil Budget Follow-up Committee dis-
cussed, in its second meeting of the current
year, the National Oil Corporation’s (NOC)
operational and development plan, which
aims to raise production to two million bar-
rels per day, with the aim of reviewing the
plan and referring it to the High Council of
Energy for discussion and approval.

Hokoometna platform indicated that the
meeting saw discussions on the develop-
ment spending of the NOC's budget.

The head of the committee, Mohammed
Al-Zaidani, confirmed that the govern-
ment was working through the committee
and the relevant ministries to support the
NOC'’s programs, with the aim of stabilizing
and increasing production.

The Chairman of the NOC, Farhat Beng-
dara, gave a presentation and explained
the features of the development plan for
2023, which would aim to increase oil and
gas production, and enhance cooperation
with international companies in the field of
exploration.

The meeting reiterated the necessity of is-
suing a quarter-year’s report for disclosure
and transparency of all expenditures in the
oil sector, as well as for announcing the ex-
ecutive steps for operational and explora-
tory projects.
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The Libyan Prime Minister Abdul Hamid
Dbeibah made an inspection visit to the
Ministry of Economy and Trade on Mon-
day to follow up on the workflow in the
ministry and its emergency room regard-
ing the general level of prices during the
month of Ramadan.

The room officials submitted the report
on the work confirming the availability
of all commodities at affordable pric-
es except for meat whose price needs a

number of measures to be taken by the
Ministry of Economy, the National Center
for Animal Health and the Ministry of Ag-
riculture.

The meeting also reviewed the Ministry
of Economy and Trade’s proposals re-
garding amending some provisions in
joint-stock companies, facilitating and
regulating export procedures for local in-
dustries, addressing the tax and customs
system, what contributes to supporting

W
Dbeibah follows up
on foods’ prices with

the private sector and its workers, and
forming a working group from the Min-
istries of Economy, Planning, Finance and
the National Council for Economic De-
velopment to submit a proposal to the
Prime Minister’s office.

Dbeibah also stressed the need to follow
up the trademark file, publish it in the Of-
ficial Gazette and address problems with
the Ministry of Justice, hailing the efforts
of the emergency room to follow up the

Economy

NOC aims for fuel
self-sumq-ln
light of soaring )
gIobaI oil prices

Operations to install an oil refinery in the south will begin within 36 months, the
National Oil Corporation (NOC) chief, Farhat Bingadara, has confirmed.

The contract with the US Honeywell company was to increase the production
capacity of the refineries in Zawiya and to find solutions for the Ras Lanuf refinery,
Bingadara was quoted by the NOC as saying.

“We aspire to reach a stage of self-sufficiency in fuels and stop importing from
abroad due to the high cost,” he added.

According to the NOC head, Honeywell will implement smart technology solu-
tions in oil and gas facilities, such as condensation, recycling, converting gas
emissions into commodities, or forwarding them to power stations.

As one of the main pillars in the oil sector, the NOC places great interest in refin-
eries, Bingadara noted.

On Sunday, Zallaf Libyan Oil & Gas company signed an agreement to start con-
structing the South Refinery project with the American Honeywell UOP consor-
tium.

The NOC said the step comes to alleviate the suffering of the southern communi-
ty, resolve the fuel shortage crisis there, and create a spatial development in the
south.
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Ministry of Industry
discusses the return of
Chinese companies to
work from Libya

The Undersecretary of the Ministry of In-
dustry, Mustafa Al-Samo, has discussed
with representatives of a number of Chi-
nese companies, their return to work from
Libya and create partnerships with the
public and private sectors.

Al-Samo confirmed Libya's readiness for
the return of Chinese companies, within
the framework of the ministry’s plan to acti-
vate the industrial sector by attracting local
companies, banks and foreign companies,
according to a statement by the Ministry of
Industry.




03.04.2023 - 27.03.2023
Week 121

Opinions

The meeting of security and military leaders and figures from
east and west of the country in Tripoli, under the auspices of the
UN envoy, about two weeks after a previous meeting in Tunis, is
aremarkable development in the Libyan crisis. The 5 + 5 Military
Committee participated in the two meetings, which will make
it an essential pillar in any rapprochement at the security and
military levels between the East and West camps.

It is no secret that the recent visits by American officials, the lat-
est of which is by the US Assistant Secretary of State for Near
Eastern Affairs, Barbara Leaf, are the real engine for all current
political developments. Figures close to Haftar arrived in Tripoli,
to discuss with their counterparts in the west of the country, se-
curing elections, using a joint force that is to be formed from all
parts of the country. Haftar would not have allowed such an en-
gagement in normal circumstances, and without US pressure,
but the Libyan file has become one of the American priorities, as
a natural result of developments of the war in Ukraine.
Although not much to be achieved and outcome will be limited,
or superficial at best, as it is not expected to see profound re-
sults on the ground from such meetings. The final outcome will
not exceed what the 5 + 5 Military Committee has achieved so
far. Like forming a joint force to secure the south, and to remove
or limit the influence of the dominant militias there, which
means Haftar will lose vital positions that generate money for
his militias, such as smuggling crossing points, fuel stations, as
well as the oil fields that he used to extort the Tripoli authorities.
But, will Haftar allow a force from the West, which until recently
was hostile to him and destroyed his dreams of controlling the
capital, to participate in securing the south, thus weakening his
influence and control?

Some reports indicate that Haftar has accepted the formation of
this force to only secure the elections, that is, it has nothing to
do with the south, but if the American pressure continues, and
such a force is indeed formed, there are no guarantees that it
will not be directed to the south to confront the Wagner groups,
and this should raise Haftar’s concern, as the war continues in
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Has Bathily started
activating the
alternative options?

By Abdullah Alkabir,
a Libyan political writer and

Ukraine. The file of Russian influence in Libya, through the Wag-
ner Groups, will remain high on US list of priorities. Furthermore,
the fact-finding committee’s threat to refer a list of names of hu-
man rights violators and perpetrators of war crimes in Libya to
the International Criminal Court means the coming weeks and
months entail vast areas of concern that await Haftar and some
of his sons and militia leaders.

No doubt, communication at this level has broken a thick bar-
rier between two poles that were recently on the line of armed
confrontation, and it will have direct repercussions on the active
political parties in the House of Representatives (HoR) and the
High Council of State (HCS). Signs of readiness to secure elec-
tions with a joint force affiliated to the two chiefs of staff, drops
the argument that it is not possible to hold elections due to the
security divisions. It is an argument marketed by representa-
tives, and members of HoR, and HCS respectively. However, the
said meetings being sponsored by UNSMIL are accorded a sup-
portive international dimension. After this meeting, the feeling
is growing in both HoR and HCS that UNSMIL is quietly pulling
the rug from under their feet, and that Bathily may have begun
to activate his alternatives, after his repeated pronouncements
of such alternatives. Each time, such pronouncement was ac-
companied by severe criticism of the House of Representatives
and the High Council of State. The security and military leaders
may well support the UN envoy’s approach towards the forma-
tion of the High-Level Panel for Elections, which he announced
in his last briefing to the UN Security Council, especially if these
leaders do secure an appropriate share of the seats in this panel,
and this will further weaken the HoR and HCS, and signal the
end of their hegemony over the management of the Libyan po-
litical solution.

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the
writer, and do not necessarily reflect those of the Libya Observer
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Libya, Turkey discuss cooperation
in medical training

A committee commissioned by the Ministry of Health met with
representatives of Turkish medical institutions to discuss cooper-
ation in the field of training and treatment of Libyan patients in
specific medical centres.

The committee is in charge of developing programs and plans
with the Turkish side to train medical and paramedical personnel
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WHO concerned over rise o
measles cases in Libya

The World Health Organization (WHO) said it was concerned
about the rise in measles cases in Libya, especially in the munic-
ipalities of the south and west, adding that in the epidemiolog-
ical weeks 1 to 9, the Libyan National Center for Disease Control
reported that 93 of 391 suspected measles cases had been con-
firmed, with no related deaths.

“The re-emergence of sporadic outbreaks is a worrying sign of
a heightened risk for spreading vaccine-preventable diseases
that could place children’s health at significant risk,” said Eliza-
beth Hoff, WHO Representative in Libya.

She added that the ongoing conflict, pandemic-related disrup-
tions and increasing inequalities in access to vaccines globally
and in the Region have led to the diversion of resources from
routine immunization programmes in Libya, leaving children
unprotected against measles and other vaccine-preventable
diseases.

WHO urged the Libyan health authorities and the internation-
al community to provide more support to help address critical
health needs in the country, saying it acknowledged the efforts
made by the National Centre for Disease Control and the Public
Health Emergency Operations Centre to respond to the current
measles outbreaks by organizing supplementary immunization
campaigns, improving measles case management, enhancing
infection prevention and control measures, and launching risk
communication and community engagement activities in the
outbreak areas while supporting routine immunization efforts.

in the specialties of internal medicine, eyes, neurology, orthope-
dics, dermatology, intensive care, cardiac surgery, oncology sur-
gery, pediatric care, diagnostic radiology, and anesthesia,”a state-
ment by Libya’s Health Ministry said.

It also disclosed its intention to set up cooperation programs be-
tween Turkish educational and medical institutions and lbn Sina
Teaching Hospital in Sirte by convening joint scientific conferenc-
es, workshops, and scientific seminars, sharing experiences, and
providing medical consultations remotely.

The Libyan delegation, who is currently visiting Turkey, toured
the Atlas University Hospital, Istinye University Hospital, Istanbul
Orthopedic Center, and Atlas University.

On their part, the hosts expressed willingness to enhance coop-
eration with Libya and their readiness to sign cooperation agree-
ments in the health field.

More than 50,000 people in Libya benefitted from Médecins Sans Fron-
tieres (MSF) medical services last year, including in the cities of Tripoli,
Misrata, Zawiya, Zuwara, Bin Walid, Nesma, Zletan, and Khoms, a press
statement The Libya Observer received from the organization on Thurs-
day said.

Since the 2011 uprising in Libya, MSF said it supported public health
care centres, hospitals, and illegal migration centres, and reached out to
people needing medical and psychological support regardless of which
country they are from or what their political affiliations are, emphasiz-
ing that its focus remains on those in the most severe and immediate
danger.

“It is fundamental to our humanitarian organisation to always act in the
best interest of patients, also respect their confidentiality, their right to
make their own decisions and do them no harm,” Says Gabriele Ganci,
MSF Head of Mission in Libya.

In its statement, the MSF listed the services provided by its members,
including primary health care, mental health support, sexual and repro-
ductive health consultations, and protection services, noting that its

Health

Over 50,000 people in Libya
received MSF services last

o teams worked in health facilities, detention centres, and urban settings

year, organization says

to Libyans and non-Libyans.
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Libya lost the second leg match against Tunisia at Benina Stadi-
um in Benghazi 0-1 to Tunisia on Tuesday as part of the fourth
round of the Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON 2023 Ivory Coast).
This is the second loss for Libya against Tunisia in a week’s time
as it lost the first leg match in Tunis 0-3. Now Libya has lost three
matches of Group J and its hopes to qualify for AFCON 2023 are
shrinking.

Tunisia qualified immediately after the win to AFCON 2023 as
it won twice against Libya and once against Equatorial Guin-
ea, and drew Botswana. Tunisia has now 10 points before two
rounds of the end of qualifiers. Equatorial Guinea has 9 points,
Libya 3 and Botswana 1.

leakage near Al-Khums city

The Man-Made River Authority (MMRA) announced on Monday
that it had controlled water leaks on the eastern path near the
city of Al-Khums.

The MMRA pointed out that controlling the leakage prevented
the loss of about one million cubic meters of water and its inter-
ruption in many cities and municipalities.

Earlier, the MMRA warned of the seriousness of encroachments
on the water paths, calling on the security authorities to assume
their responsibilities in protecting transport stations and paths.

Municipality of central
Tripoli begins streets

maintenance program

The Municipality of central Tripoli announced on Saturday, the
start of maintenance and development work on a number of
streets in the Al-Dahra area.

The municipality stated on its Facebook page that a number of
companies are carrying out these works in partnership with the
National Qil Corporation.

On Friday, the General Services Company in Tripoli reopened
the “Jinan Al-Nawar” park, after completing its maintenance, in
the presence of the Minister of Local Government, Badr Al-Din
Al-Toumi, and the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Ser-
vices Company, Mohammed Ismail.
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Libyan-funisian
agreement to reactivate
cultural center in Tripoli

Libya and Tunisia have agreed to reactivate the Libyan-Tuni-
sian Cultural Center in the two countries and to revive the ac-
tivity of Dar Al-Kitab.

This came after an official visit carried out by a high-level del-
egation to Libya that lasted for several days, meeting with
Libyan Ministry of Culture officials, according to the Tunisian
Ministry of Cultural Affairs Facebook page.

The ministry added that the discussions with the Libyan Minis-
ter of Culture, Mabrouka Toghi, led to reaching a final formula
for a joint cultural project, in addition to reviewing prospects
for cooperation between the two countries in various cultural
fields.
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