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Dbeibah 
says no 
hindrances to 
holding elections 
and new transitional 
periods are unlikely

The Libyan Prime Minister Abdul Hamid 
Dbeibah stressed on Thursday that his gov-
ernment would not allow new transitional 
periods in Libya, saying in a cabinet meeting 
in Al-Aziziya town that “there’s a need to hold 
elections and return the trust to the people.”
Dbeibah said he is biased to the Libyan 
people in order to achieve their dream of 
reaching the elections, without any delusion, 
adding that his government wants elections 
and there is no path other than the vote, and 
blaming the political elite that have been in 
power for ten years for fighting for personal 
gain and allying for power when they feel in 
danger. He asked them to ally to the Libyan 
people to reach elections.
Dbeibah reminded his cabinet that they are 
holding their meeting in a building in Al-
Aziziya which was domolished by war two 
years ago, referring to Khalifa Haftar’s aggres-
sion on Tripoli in 2019.
Holding the meeting in Al-Aziziya has a sym-
bolic meaning other than the damage from 
the war on Tripoli in 2019; which is the fact 
that the town has the headquarters of the 
Fourth Brigade of the Libyan Army, led by 
Major General Osama Juwaili, who is now 
loyal to the government of Fathi Bashagha.
Juwaili’s forces participated in the clash-
es that took place in Tripoli in August be-
tween government forces and forces loyal to 
Bashagha, whose forces later withdrew from 
all headquarters in the vicinity of Tripoli and 
moved to the headquarters of the Fourth Bri-
gade in Al-Aziziya.
Al-Aziziya is also considered, until very re-
cently, the most important foothold for 
Bashagha’s government in the western re-
gion, where vital camps for the forces loyal 
to him are located, so Dbeibah’s holding of 
a meeting for his government in Al-Aziziya 
could be to send a message to his opponents 
that he regained control of their most promi-
nent positions in the western region.

Politics

Haftar considering 
a new oil blockade, Africa 
Intelligence says

French website, Africa Intelligence, has reported that Khalifa Haftar is threatening to 
block oilfields in territories controlled by his forces in order to regain his footing in the 
struggle for power, saying this is coming from Egyptian pressure.
“There have been several pointers over the past few days: the flare-up of unrest in Fez-
zan, near where the Sharara and El Feel fields are located, and Haftar’s announcement, 
during his showy military parade in Sebha on 17 October, of a potential offensive 
against Tripoli. These threats come from a man in a difficult position.” The website said.
It added that Haftar’s ally Egypt has been pressuring him to take action against an oil 
deal struck between Tripoli and Turkey, saying that Haftar was caught out when the 
Prime Minister of the Government of National Unity took control of the country’s oil 
sector by reorganizing Libya’s Supreme Council for Energy.
“As head of the energy council, GNU Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah has the 
upper hand on all oil matters. More importantly, it gives him a means to weaken the 
position of his oil minister, Mohamed Aoun, and the NOC chairman.” The report adds.
It indicated that the UAE scaled back its financial aid for Haftar, and had also been back-
ing Dbeibah, a loss that Egypt’s support cannot make up.
“A new blockade on the oil fields could seriously jeopardise Haftar’s finances, and 
therefore his ability to run his forces, as well as certain tribal alliances.” The website 
explained.

Politics

UN envoy at Security 
Council briefing: Political 
deadlock persists with no 
clear end in sight
The UN envoy to Libya Abdoulaye Bathily said in a briefing at the Security Council on 
Monday that the political deadlock persists with no clear end in sight to the prolonged 
stalemate over the executive authority.
Bathily said the efforts to resolve the remaining outstanding issues related to the con-
stitutional basis for elections do not appear to lead to concrete action by the relevant 
actors, further delaying prospects for the holding of inclusive, free and fair elections 
aimed at ending the transition and reinstating the legitimacy of institutions.
“Therefore, since my arrival in Libya, I have embarked on a series of consultations with 
a broad range of Libyan political, security and economic actors, as well as represent-
atives of civil society from all regions of the country, to gain a better understanding 
of the current challenges, possible solutions, and aspirations of the Libyan people.” 
Bathily said.
He indicated that there remain significant differences on how Libyans want to over-
come the current crisis, stressing that the solution to the crisis must come from inside 
Libya, on the basis of the will of the Libyan people, and urging the country’s leaders to 
hear the people’s aspiration for peace, stability, economic development, and a respon-
sive leadership.
“While the ceasefire continues to hold, the security track needs to be reinvigorated as 
it has been adversely impacted by the protracted political impasse. The violent clash-
es in Tripoli on 27 August have resulted in a shift in the power balance in the capital, 
which has deepened tensions between Eastern and Western security actors and led to 
a fragile stability.” He said.

Politics



31.10.2022 - 24.10.2022

Week 100

2

№099

Leaked audio unveils 
intention for pow-
er-sharing between 
Haftar and Al-Mishri
A leaked audio recording revealed the 
coordination between the member of 
the House of Representatives (HoR) Badr 
Al-Nahib and High Council of State’s Head 
Khalid Al-Mishri to share a number of pow-
erful state positions in the country.
The coordination between Al-Mishri and 
Al-Nahib says the Head of HCS will become 
a Prime Minister of a new government and 
Khalifa Haftar the new Head of Presidential 
Council.
Al-Nahib said a meeting was held in the 
house of Al-Mishri and the cellphones were 
locked away to avoid recording. He added 
that in the meeting, each party said they 
wanted to remain in power.
Al-Nahib also said that he will never resign 
from the HoR until he dies. He advised 
those who want to steal from state funds 
to do so in a technical manner to avoid be-
ing caught.
Al-Mishri responded to the recording’s is-
sue in an interview with Libya Al-Ahrar TV 
Channel on Sunday, saying he met with 
Al-Nahib only once when the latter visited 
him at home in last October and they dis-
cussed election laws.
He denied the recording’s revelation and 
said the audio was published in this period 
of time to make it look like it was a result of 
his recent meeting with HoR Speaker Aqila 
Saleh in Morocco, adding that he is ready 
for accountability for any violations on the 
condition that if he is found innocent, the 
accusers must be punished.
Al-Mishri and Saleh agreed in Reabat last 
week to change sovereign positions’ in-
cumbents before next January, as sources 
close to the two parties reiterated that the 
positions of Central Bank of Libya’s Gover-
nor and Head of Administrative Control Au-
thority would go to east Libya’s camp, Head 
of High National Elections Commission, At-
torney General and Head of Audit Bureau 
to the west camp, and Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court and Head of Anti Corrup-
tion Authority to the southern one.

Politics

 Libyan Defense Minister Dbiebah signs
  two military deals with Turkey
The Libyan Defense Minister and Prime Minister, Abdul Hamid Dbeibah, signed Tuesday 
two military agreements with Turkey’s Defense Minister Hulusi Akar. The signing took 
place in Istanbul following the attendance of Istanbul Air Defense Exhibition 2022.
Hakoometna platform said the first agreement is for raising the efficiency of military air 
force capabilities in Libya with the help of Turkish expertise in this field, while the second 
is for implementing protocols for the security agreement signed with Turkey by the Presi-
dential Council of the Government of National Accord in 2019.
The two sides held talks at the headquarters of the Ministry of Defense in Istanbul. Dbeibah 
is accompanied by the Chief of General Staff Lieutenant-General Mohammed Al-Haddad, 
and from the Turkish side, there were the Turkish Minister of Defense, and the Turkish Chief 
of General Staff, as well as a number of officers and officials in the two armies. They all dis-
cussed aspects of cooperation between the two countries in different areas.
Sources close to the Government of National Unity said the agreements included the pur-
chase of Bayraktar Akıncı drones (probably 70 drones) as well as other military equipment.

Politics

Al-Mishri talks about 
forming a third 
government in Libya

The Head of the High Council of State (HCS), Khalid Al-Mishri, said that the scenario of form-
ing a third government is possible and the  is pushing toward this direction, saying that 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives (HoR) Aqila Saleh and himself have agreed on 
this scenario. He said there are consultations with the UN mission and international parties 
on this track.
Al-Mishri told Al-Arabiya Al-Hadath TV Channel that the HCS didn’t agree with the HoR on 
a mechanism for changing the executive authority and that they have five viewpoints on 
this issue that will be discussed with the HoR for consensus.
He said the HCS contact with the Government of National Unity (GNU) is at the lowest as it 
cannot hold elections and control all of the country, adding that there are corruption accu-
sations against the GNU cabinet members, some of whom resigned and others were jailed.
Al-Mishri said that he had met with the Prime Minister-designate Fathi Bashagha in Turkey 
and stressed that his government was not consensual and didn’t pass the required trans-
parency, adding that its formation was unbalanced, and there was a kind of predominance 
in its structure, calling for choosing a new government that would be able to hold elec-
tions.
“There’s a disagreement with the HoR regarding the issue of allowing dual nationals to 
run for the presidential elections. We won’t accept that the President of Libya has a dual 
citizenship because the law removes the citizenship from any Libyan who obtains a for-
eign one. Therefore, we are looking for a way out of this controversial point. Perhaps the 
referendum is the solution.
Regarding sovereign positions, Al-Mishri said that a part of the conflict is related to the 
management of money and there is a dispute between the Governor of the Central Bank of 
Libya, Al-Siddiq Al-Kabir and the Board of Directors over adjusting the exchange rate of the 
dinar. He stressed that changing all sovereign positions is inevitable and willgo through no 
matter what. Al-Mishri indicated that the Governor of the Central Bank of Libya had been 
in his position since 2011.

Politics
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The work of the Tunisian-African Business Council has concluded 
in Tunis with a set of recommendations, including 21 items that 
focused on enhancing trade exchange to and from Libya.
The participants called for establishing air routes with the Libyan 
cities of Sabha and Tobruk and activating the Sfax – Tripoli, Zarzis 
- Misrata maritime line to transport passengers and goods, be-
sides developing border crossing points with intelligent facilities.
The council also recommended that Libya grants licenses for Tu-
nisian commercial and service companies seeking to operate on 
its territory provided that Tunisia offers Libyans reciprocal treat-
ment, as per a document issued by the Tunisian-Libyan Econom-
ic Forum on 12-13 October, in Sfax.
The working group tackled the area of road maintenance and 
emphasized the need to enhance bilateral cooperation in voca-
tional training and exchanging experiences in this field and else-
where.
They also called for measures to reinforce the presence of Tuni-
sian and Libyan entrepreneurs in the two markets and to pro-
mote economic integration by establishing bilateral institutions 
and significant joint projects.
Within the Global Gateway program, the group suggested study-
ing joint projects in the field of energy to forward them to the EU.
One of the pressing issues was the desert road, with the forum 
calling for the swift completion of the road linking Sabha, south-
ern Libya, with Agadez, northern Niger, and creating economic 
and logistical zones at the most crucial crossing points.
The recommendations included a proposal to establish a Tuni-
sian-Libyan investment fund to launch joint industrial projects 
targeting African markets.
In the area of infrastructure, both sides underscored the impor-
tance of establishing renewable energy power stations on the 
joint Tunisian-Libyan coasts, and linking them to the networks in 
Europe, as they urged the public and private relevant parties in 
both countries to coordinate in this field.
It may be worth noting that the Tunisian-Libyan Business Council 
and the Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture in Mis-
rata agreed to hold a joint exhibition in Misrata from January 16 
to 18, 2023, to strengthen the bilateral partnership further and 
prepare the ground for accessing the African markets together.

Tunisian-African Business 
Council recommends new 
air, maritime lines between
 Libya and Tunisia

Economy 

Economy 

The Central Bank of Libya (CBL) said on Monday that its gov-
ernor, Seddik Elkabeer briefed the UN envoy to Libya, Abdou-
laye Bathily, on the bank’s initiatives to further develop trans-
parency and openness.
Elkabeer highlighted the bank’s efforts in unifying the CBL 
and maintaining fiscal and monetary stability.
He also reviewed the cooperation initiatives with internation-
al parties and institutions to enhance the bank’s efforts in all 
fields.
For his part, Bathily welcomed the CBL’s efforts throughout 
the past years and stressed the important role it plays in trans-
parency development that the bank has openly adopted.
Bathily reiterated the UN’s continued support for the efforts 
of the CBL and its readiness to assist in initiatives relating to 
integrity and transparency.

Bathily reiterates to CBL support 
for transparency development

Economy 

The National Oil Corporation (NOC) has shut down claims that 
crude is being smuggled from Libyan ports and demanded 
media to report with facts and responsibility to avoid misin-
formation.
The NOC said there is no truth in the document shared online 
by several social media platforms.
The false correspondence claims that the NOC is investigating 
suspicious circumstances surrounding the export of oil opera-
tions and its derivatives.
The oil state-run company vowed to take action against “an-
yone who seeks to defame the time-honored institution for 
cheap political gains.”
The company underscored that it operates with complete 
transparency and professionalism to ensure the public and 
media have access to accurate information.

NOC shut down claims of oil 
smuggling from state’s ports
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A cargo of 33,100 metric tons (MT) of 
Ukrainian corn is on its way to Libya after 
departing from a Ukrainian port last Satur-
day, The Joint Coordination Center (JCC) in 
Istanbul reports.
On October 22, four vessels left Ukrainian 
ports carrying 106,017 MT of grain and oth-
er food products under the Black Sea Grain 
Initiative.
According to the Russian Interfax agen-
cy, the commercial vessels are heading for 
France, Greece, Libya, and Turkey.
Libya’s share of grain is being transferred by 
the vessel Bella Judy with a cargo of 33,100 
MT.
Libya is considered one of the developing 
states that depend excessively on prima-
ry commodity exports, especially grains, 
as the country imports around 90% of its 
needs from grain due to poor local agricul-
tural production.
With the membership of Ukraine, the Rus-
sian Federation, Turkey, and the United Na-
tions, the JCC was established in Istanbul 
on 27 July 2022 to facilitate the implemen-
tation of the Black Sea Grain Initiative to 
establish a humanitarian maritime corridor 
that allows vessels to export grain and re-
lated foodstuffs and fertilizers from Ukraine.

33,000 MT of Ukrainian
corn on its way to Libya
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Sources speaking to Nova news agency ruled out the construction of a new pipeline, 
parallel to the Green Stream gas pipeline, from Libya to Italy, saying it is highly unlikely 
because Libya would have to double its production of natural gas to build the pipeline.
The sources added that the project can happen in the event of discovering new gas 
fields, which is what Italy’s oil giant Eni is seeking by its onshore and offshore explo-
rations.
According to the news agency, Libya can export up to 10 billion cubic meters of gas 
annually to Italy via the Green Stream, a gas pipeline that connects Sicily to the gas 
fields in southwest Libya, but only 3.23 billion cubic meters of Libyan gas were export-
ed in 2021, compared to 4.46 billion cubic meters in 2020.
Nova said that Libya currently has a marginal impact on Italy’s gas import quotas, de-
spite its large export capacity because 65% of the gas produced in western Libya on 
the border with Tunisia goes to the Libyan national grid and the rest goes to Green 
Stream.
The Minister of Oil and Gas Mohamed Oun told Bloomberg earlier that Libya can build 
a parallel pipeline within a few months, adding that the country is currently exporting 
to Italy about 250-300 million cubic feet of gas per day (7-8 million cubic metres).

Nova: 
Italian sources say building parallel gas 
pipeline to Green Stream is unlikely

Economy 

The Head of the Libyan Investment Authority (LIA), Ali Mahmoud Hassan, said that he 
had received threats and blackmail messages from Prince Laurent of Belgium with the 
aim of pressuring him to settle the alleged debts of the Belgian prince to the Libyan 
Ministry of Agriculture, Africa Report website said, adding that the Belgian Royal Pal-
ace refused to comment on these accusations.
Hassan explained the newspaper that’s affiliated with the French magazine Jeune Af-
rique that the Belgian prince used his influence and directed the authorities to issue 
an order to arrest him, circulating the order through international cooperation mech-
anisms with the aim of restricting his freedoms despite the fact that there is no rela-
tionship by the LIA or him with the alleged debts.
He also rejected the accusations and measures taken against him, saying he and his 
family were subjected to damage due to the threats and subsequent measures.
Belgian authorities submitted a request to the Security Council Sanctions Committee 
at the beginning of 2021 with the aim of granting Prince Laurent his alleged debts 
from the LIA frozen funds at Euroclear Bank in Brussels, which the Security Council 
rejected.
Hassan confirmed that he personally objected to this request at the Security Council, 
which refused to grant permission to the Belgian authorities to use the LIA funds for 
the benefit of the Belgian Prince.
He added that the LIA is a sovereign fund that operates at the international level and 
he will spare no effort to defend its rights.

Libyan Investment Authority’s 
Head was threatened by 
Prince Laurent of Belgium

Economy 



31.10.2022 - 24.10.2022

Week 100

5

№099

Which army 
do we want?

We want an army that refuses to turn into a big stick 
in the hands of rulers, regimes and governments. We 
do not want an army with which to intimidate people 
under any circumstances, and pretexts, or an army to 
turn into a peacock with which tyrants flex their mus-
cles and brag about it in front of their people.

We want the soldier and the officer who understand 
that human blood is far more sacred than orders. We 
want the soldier and the officer who would lay down 
their arms if they were ordered by a lunatic to kill civil-
ians, be they his fellow countrymen or others. We want 
the officer and the soldier who says: ‘These weapons, 
armoured vehicles, tanks, war planes, guns, bombs, 
boots, spears, rockets and helmets, which the Libyan 
people paid to purchase with their blood, cannot be 
used to slaughter Libyans’.

The homeland does not want forces that kill, intimidate 
and terrorize people under the pretext of carrying out 
orders and under the pretext of discipline, command 
and orders. We want the soldier and the officer who 
believe in and respect the faith of the people and re-
spect the norms, traditions and customs of the Libyans. 
We want an army that is able to fight wars, and if it is 
defeated, it acknowledges defeat, studies its causes, 
recognizes and documents it, and holds the negligent 
accountable, on one hand. And on the other hand, if it 
wins wars, it won’t go tyrant, perpetrating rape and set-
ting stones, bodies and trees on fire and loot on earth.

We want an army that loves the citizens, the country, 
the homeland. We want an army that knows missions, 
goals and duties of the armies. We want an army that 
refuses to point its guns at chests of civilians, regard-
less of the reasons, motives and causes. We want an 
army that believes in the unity of Libya’s land, history 
and people, and preserves the unity of the country, the 

homeland and the people.

We do not want an army that is seeking power, aboli-
tion of constitutions and coups, and protection of mur-
derers, aggressors and tyrants. We don’t want a “quanti-
tative” army, we want an army of modern “technology”, 
modern strategies, modern training, modern weapons, 
modern tactics. We want an army fit for the 21st cen-
tury. 

We want an army governed by human values. An army 
aligned with the people and the homeland. We want 
an army that believes in the honour of being a soldier, 
the value of being a soldier, and the mission of being 
a soldier. We want an army that cherishes the blood of 
the martyrs who fell in defense of Libya and the hon-
our of Libya against the military regime that tasted the 
country and the people, horror, perdition and woe. We 
want an army that can appreciate, feel, and sense the 
suffering, torment, and pain of orphans, victims, wid-
ows and the persecuted people who were the fuel for 
the February 17 revolution. We want an army that un-
derstands that one of its greatest tasks is to protect the 
property, honour, blood, sanctities and values of Libya 
and Libyans.

Whoever is not able to build such an army, let him make 
way for those who can, for the country cannot tolerate 
being crushed for further decades.

Disclaimer:  The views and opinions expressed in this 
article are those of the writer, and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Libya Observer

Opinions 

By Fathi Al-Fadli, a Libyan writer



31.10.2022 - 24.10.2022

Week 100

6

№099

Which army 
do we want?

Deputy Prime Minister/ Minister of Health Ramadan Abu Jinnah 
has met delegates from local companies manufacturing med-
icines and medical supplies to discuss their role in providing 
government-run health facilities with their needs.
The representatives said they are looking forward to gaining 
the ministry’s support so they can fulfill the public hospitals’ re-
quirements.
A statement by the Health Ministry said that Abu Jinnah af-
firmed his support for the local pharmaceutical industries to re-
duce the burden on the state instead of importing basic medical 
supplies and products.
Last Thursday, the Ministry of Health discussed with the Philip-
pine Chargé d’Affairs in Libya, Huan Enriquez Diang, the possi-
bility of contracting new medical staff from the Philippines as 
part of the ministry’s plan to upgrade the services of the public 
health sector in Libya.

Health authorities turn to 
local market to supply 
govt-run hospitals
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Misrata hosted the International Scientific Conference for 
Hockey under the auspices of the Libyan Olympic Committee 
and the organization of the Libyan Hockey Federation.
The conference, which kicked off on Wednesday, featured the 
participation of the International Hockey Federation and the 
European Journal of Sports Science Technology.
President of the International Hockey Federation, Saif Hamad, 
and the head of the Development Committee of the Interna-
tional Hockey Federation, Al-Tayeb Ikram, joined the event and 
delivered statements at the opening ceremony.
A display material presented at the conference highlighted the 
evolution of hockey in Libya. There was also a scientific lecture 
on contemporary sports, and another entitled (Making the 
Champion in the Sports Field.)

Misrata hosts International Sci-
entific Conference for Hockey

Sports

The Man-Made River Authority (MMRA) announced on Monday the 
stoppage of water supply to the city of Tripoli due to maintenance 
work on the city’s internal network, and it is expected to take two 
days.
The Authority explained on its Facebook page that stopping the 
water supply from Tripoli aims to enable the maintenance teams 
of the General Company for Water and Sanitation to control a leak 
in the internal network and carry out maintenance work due to the 
high pressure in the line feeding the city.
The Water and Sanitation Company had asked the main control 
room of the MMRA to gradually reduce the water flow to Tripoli due 
to the difficulty of controlling the leakage inside the city.

MMRA reduces water flow to 
Tripoli due to leakage

Local

Libya’s national rowing team is to start its training camp in Tu-
nisia in preparation for the first African championship and the 
second Arab championship for beach rowing in Hammamet, 
Tunisia, scheduled to run from 27 October to the 31st of the 
same month.
A group of six Libyan athletes will join an external camp in 
Tunis to prepare for the African and Arab championships, the 
Libyan Rowing Federation says.
According to the head of the Libyan Rowing Federation, 
Noureddine Al-Krikshi, both Abdul Salam Muhammad and 
Ahlam Al-Walwal will coach the national team in the upcom-
ing competitions.
“The coaching staff has developed an intensive rehabilitation 
program to get the team ready for this entitlement,” Al-Krikshi 
said.
The Libyan team had earlier concluded a one-month training 
camp in Tripoli, on the sidelines of the rowing tournament, 
supervised by the International Rowing Federation for Distin-
guished Athletes.

Libya’s rowing team 
enters training camp 
ahead of African, 
Arabic championship
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24°/14°

SAT

25°/14°
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THU
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Tripoli Weather Forecast
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